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Sunday, June 25, 2017 | 3rd Sunday After Pentecost 
Tone 2 – Virgin Martyr Febronia of Nisibis (ca. 304) 

All Saints of Britain and Ireland 

Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church 
2101 South 28th St. (corner of 28th St. & Snyder Ave.) 

Philadelphia, PA 19145 * Church Phone: (215) 468-3535 
Website: http://www.holyassumptionphilly.org 

   http://www.facebook.com/holyassumptionphilly 

Mailing Address: PO Box 20083 * Point Breeze Station | Philadelphia PA 19145-0383 
 
 

 
 

V. Rev. Mark W Koczak, Rector 
615 West 11th Street | New Castle, DE 19720-6020 
Phone: Home: 302-322-0943 | Mobile: 302-547-4952 
Email: mwkoczak@gmail.com or mkoczak05@aol.com 

 

Parish President - Peter Parsells Phone: (908) 872.5657 
 
 

Weekly Schedule 
 

Today: Panikhda for the infant child Ivanna Alexandra Parsells and also the 40th day 
service for Helen Riley. 

 
Today: Church Life Discussion Class after Divine Liturgy. 

Topic: History of the Divine Liturgy 
 

Today: Hall Yard Maintenance Work to be performed after the Church Life 
Discussion Class. Volunteers needed! 

 
Wednesday: June 28 – Vesperal Divine Liturgy at 6:30PM for the 

Feast Day of Saints Peter and Paul (June 29) 

Saturday: July 1 - Great Vespers at 5:00PM! 

Sunday: July 2 – The Placing of the Honorable Robe of the Most-holy 
Theotokos at Blachernae 

Reading of Hours – 9:30am 
Divine Liturgy – 10:00am 
Fellowship & coffee hour to follow the Divine Liturgy 
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Texts for the Liturgical Service 
 
 

Troparion (Tone 2) 
When Thou didst descend to death, O Life immortal, / Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy 
Godhead. / And when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, / all the powers of heaven cried out: // “O 
Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to Thee!” 

 

Troparion (Tone 4 – Saint John the Baptist) 
O Prophet and Forerunner of the coming of Christ, / although we cannot praise thee worthily, / we honor 
thee in love at thy nativity, / for by it thou hast ended thy father’s silence and thy mother’s barrenness, // 
proclaiming to the world the incarnation of the Son of God! 

 

Troparion (Tone 4 – Virgin Martyr Febronia) 
Thy lamb Febronía calls out to Thee, O Jesus, in a loud voice: / “I love Thee, my Bridegroom, and in seeking 
Thee I endure suffering. / In baptism I was crucified so that I might reign in Thee, / and I died so that I 
might live with Thee. / Accept me as a pure sacrifice, / for I have offered myself in love.” // Through her 
prayers save our souls, since Thou art merciful! 

 
 

Kontakion (Tone 2) 
Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, / seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection from the tomb! / The dead 
arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with Thee, // and the world, my Savior, praises Thee 
forever. 

 

Kontakion (Tone 3 – Saint John the Baptist) 
Today the formerly barren woman gives birth to Christ’s Forerunner, / who is the fulfillment of every 
prophecy; / for in the Jordan, / when he laid his hand on the One foretold by the Prophets, // he was 
revealed as Prophet, Herald, and Forerunner of God the Word. 

 
Prokeimenon (Tone 2) 
The Lord is my strength and my song / He has become my salvation. 
v. The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death. 

 
 
 
 

Epistle Reading: Romans 5:1-10 
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. For when we were still without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps 
for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that   
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the 
death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
Alleluia (3x’s) (Tone 2) 



3  

A Warm Welcome to all of our visitors & guest who worshiped with us today and who have 
joined us in celebrating the Divine Liturgy. Please join us in the church basement for our 
Fellowship and Coffee Hour. 

v. May the Lord hear thee in the day of trouble! May the name of the God of 
Jacob protect thee! Alleluia (3x’s) 

v. Save the King, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call to Thee! Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 6:22-33 
The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 
But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you 
is darkness, how great is that darkness! No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and mammon. Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? Which of you by 
worrying can add one cubit to his stature? So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which 
today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little 
faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall 
we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you 
need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you. 

 
 
 

Communion Hymn: 
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise him in the highest! 
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. He shall not be afraid of evil tidings. Alleluia (3x’s) 

 
 
 

“Be the first to arrive at church for services and the last to leave, especially for the 
Divine Liturgy.” 
St Symeon the Studite (also called Symeon the Pious; +1021) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
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Announcements 
 
 
 

The parish is asking if there is anyone who knows someone who has an extra “working” refrigerator that they 
are looking to dispose of that our church can use. Currently, our refrigerator is operational, but the freezer 
unit for some odd reason keeps turning itself on and off. This causes water to leak inside the refrigerator 
thereby causing a major puddle of water to accumulate on the bottom glass shelf and at the bottom of the 
refrigerator.  It’s now gotten to the point where the water needs to be wiped up on a weekly basis.  If you 
know of anyone, please inform a member of the parish council. Thank You! 

 
******************************************************************************************* 

 
[…continued from last page - Virgin Martyr Febronia of Nisibis…] 

 
Among the crowd was the nun Thomais, who afterwards recorded Saint Febronia’s martyrdom in 
detail, and also her student Hieria. She came forth out of the crowd and in the hearing of all 
reproached Selinus for his boundless cruelty. He gave orders to arrest her, but learning that 
Hieria was of illustrious standing whom he could not readily subject to torture, he said, “By your 
speech you have brought on Febronia even greater torment.” Finally, they beheaded the holy 
Martyr Febronia. 

 
Departing the place of execution, Lysimachus wept and withdrew to his quarters. Selinus made 
ready to eat, but he was not able to take food, and went off to the quiet of his own chambers. 
Suddenly, he became like one deranged. Looking up to the heavens, he raved and bellowed like a 
bull, then fell down and struck his head on a marble column and died. When Lysimachus learned 
of this, he said, “ Great is the God of the Christians, Who has avenged Febronia’s blood, so 
unrighteously shed!” He prepared a coffin, placed the martyr’s body in it, and took it to the 
convent. 

 
Abbess Bryaena fell senseless, seeing the mutilated remains of Saint Febronia. Later, she 
recovered her senses and gave orders to open the convent gates so that all would be able to come 
and venerate the holy martyr and glorify God Who had given her such endurance in suffering for 
Christ. Lysimachus and Primus renounced their idol worship and accepted both Baptism and 
monasticism. Hieria gave her wealth to the convent and petitioned Abbess Bryaena to accept her 
at the convent in place of Saint Febronia. 

 
Every year, on the day of the martyric death of Saint Febronia, a solemn feast was celebrated at 
the convent. During the time of the all-night Vigil the nuns always saw Saint Febronia, at her 
usual place in church. From the relics of Saint Febronia occurred numerous miracles and 
healings. The Life of Saint Febronia was recorded by the nun Thomais, an eyewitness to her 
deeds. 

In the year 363 the relics of Saint Febronia were transferred to Constantinople. 
Soon after the death of Saint Febronia, Saint James the Bishop of Nisibis (January 13) built a 
church and transferred into it a portion of the of the holy martyr’s relics. 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 
 

Candles and Prayers for the Faithful and Departed 
 

Health for the Living: 
Emelie Albrecht offered by the following: Nina Patterson, Daria LeRoy and Albrecht Family 
Ivanna Parsells offered by the following: Nina Patterson, Daria LeRoy and Albrecht Family 
John William Rabik; Emelie Albrecht; and all the fathers of the parish offered by Nancy Brasko 
Rabik 

May God Grant Them Many Blessed Years! 

Memory for the Departed: 
John Rabik Sr offered by his son Joseph Rabik 
William Brasko Sr.; William Brasko Jr.; John Brasko; John Libak; Onufer Spack 
offered by Nancy Brasko Rabik 

 
May Their Memories Be Eternal 

 
################################################## 

 
Please remember in your prayers: Helen Riley (newly departed); Cantrell Family; Grace 
Corba; Robert Corba; Ronald Kavalkovich (on his continuous recovery); Margaret Pellack; Helen 
Wanenchak; Father Vincent Saverino; Father John Bohush and the parishioners of Saint Nicholas 
Eastern Orthodox Church in Philadelphia; and all those who are serving in our Armed Forces! 

 
Please remember in your prayers Emelie Albrecht who was admitted back into the hospital two 
weeks ago after a minor stroke. She is doing fine and continuing with her therapy. Please pray 
for her speedy recovery. 

 
Please also remember in your prayers our beloved sister in Christ Ivanna Alexandra Parsells who 
fell asleep in the Lord this past Wednesday. May Her Memory Be Eternal! 

 
################################################## 

 
 
 

Building Fund – In Memory of Helen Riley 
* M/M Ken Kavalkovich * M/M Noel Kelly 

* Mrs. Eleanor Fecanin 
 
 
 
 

Please ensure that your Mobile Phone is set to Silent (or at least set on 
vibrate) during the Divine Liturgy! Thank You!!! 
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Sign up sheets for Coffee Hour, Cleaning and Epistle & Hours Reading. Sign up sheets 
for the above items are posted on the bulletin board in the church basement. Please be 
considerate and volunteer to assist with some of the parish responsibilities. Your time is very 
much appreciated! 

 

  

 
 

 
  

   

  

 

 

Announcements (cont.) 
 
 

 
 
 

Special weekly collections taken after Gospel or Sermon. In addition to our general 
collection, the parish takes a special collection each week to fund certain parish projects. Please be 
generous with your offering. Every little bit counts. The special collections are as follows: 

 
• First Sunday of every month – Kitchen Fund Project 
• Second Sunday of every month – Icon Fund (2016-17) 
• Third Sunday of every month - Restoration/Maintenance Fund 
• Fourth Sunday of every month – Charity Giving 

 
Note: if there is a Fifth Sunday during a month, the special collection is earmarked for the Kitchen 
Fund Project, unless otherwise noted and stated by the Parish Council. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Shop Rite Gift Cards: If you need to purchase Shop Rite Gift Cards, please see David Pellack to 
secure them. Your purchase of a Shop Rite Gift Card is an additional fundraising project that 
helps support the church at no additional expense to the purchaser. 
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1st Sunday of each month – Monthly Panikhida immediately after Liturgy. 
2nd Tuesday of each month – Bible Study at 6:30pm in church basement. 
2nd Sunday of each month – Property Committee Meeting after Liturgy. 
3rd Sunday of each month – Currently no permanent event is scheduled. 
4th Sunday of each month – Church Life Discussion Class after Liturgy. 

Today - Church Life Discussion after the Divine Liturgy and Fellowship hour in the church. 
The Topic – History of the Divine Liturgy. Please note the Church Life Discussion on the History of the 
Divine Liturgy is held on the 4th Sunday of each month. 

Today – Hall Yard Maintenance (after the Church Life Discussion Class) – around 1pm. 
We need a few volunteers from the parish to assist in removing the debris from the lawn (near the front gate) 
and also inspecting and patching any noticeable breaches in the exterior of the building where squirrels may 
be entering. With the right number of people helping, this project should not last no more than two hours! 

Wednesday, June 28 – Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the Feast Day of Saints Peter and Paul 
(June 29th) at 6:30PM! 
On the eve of the Feast Day of The Holy Glorious and All Praised Leaders of the Apostles, Saints Peter and 
Paul, Vesperal Divine Liturgy will be served that evening starting at 6:30PM. This service is being scheduled 
to accommodate those parishioners who are unable to attend Divine Liturgy in the morning during the 
weekdays due to their work schedule. 

The exhibit of “Blood & Soul – The Russian Revolution of 1917” continues until September 1, 
2017 at Villanova University’s Falvey Memorial Library (First Floor). 

 
Father John Perich, priest of St Herman’s of Alaska Orthodox Church in Gradeyville, PA is one of the co- 
curators of this exhibit commemorating the 100th Anniversaries of the 1917 Russian Revolution and the 
Enthronement of St. Patriarch Tikhon of Moscow. Please contact the Villanova University Library for more 
information regarding the days and times scheduled for tours and/or visits of the exhibit. 

St Tikhon Monastery Summer Events: St Anna’s Day Sunday July 23 at 2pm with Akathist and 
anointing in honor of the Miraculous Icon of St Anna that resides at the Monastery. Patronal Feast Day of St 
Tikhon of Zadonsk on Sun Aug 13 @ 9am Join the Monastery Brotherhood celebrating the Divine Liturgy & 
a festive meal. 

 

Calendar of Events 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



8  

 
 
 
 
 

Virgin Martyr Febronia of Nisibis 
[June 25th] 

 
The Virgin Martyr Febronia suffered during the reign of Diocletian (284- 
305). She was raised at a monastery in the city of Sivapolis (Assyria). The 
head of the women’s monastery was the abbess Bryaena, the aunt of Saint 
Febronia. Being concerned about her niece’s salvation, she 
assigned her a stricter form of life than the other nuns. According to their 
monastic rule, on Fridays the sisters put aside their other duties and spent 
the whole day in prayer and the reading of Holy Scripture. The abbess 
usually assigned the reading to Saint Febronia. 

 
News of her pious life spread throughout the city. The illustrious young widow Hieria, a pagan, began to visit 
her, and under the influence of her guidance and prayer she accepted holy Baptism, bringing her parents and 
kinsfolk to the Christian Faith. 

 
Diocletian sent a detachment of soldiers to Assyria under the command of Lysimachus, Selinus 
and Primus for the destruction of Christians. Selenos, the uncle of Lysimachus, was noted for his fierce 
attitude against Christians, but Lysimachus was of a different frame of mind from him, since his mother had 
sought to inspire love for the Christian faith in her son, and she had died a Christian. Lysimachus had 
discussed with his kinsman Primus how it would be possible to deliver Christians from the hands of the 
torturer. When the detachment of soldiers approached the convent, its inhabitants hid. There remained only 
the abbess Bryaena, her helper Thomais and Saint Febronia, who was seriously ill at the time. 

 
It grieved the abbess terribly that her niece might fall into the hands of the torturers, who might defile her. 
She prayed fervently that the Lord would preserve her and strengthen her in the confession of Christ the 
Savior. Selinus gave orders to bring him all the nuns of the convent. Primus with the detachment of soldiers 
found no one, except the two old women and Saint Febronia. He regretted that they had not hidden, and he 
suggested to the nuns that they flee. But the nuns decided not to leave the place of their labors and they 
entrusted themselves to the will of the Lord. 

 
Primus told Lysimachus about the particular beauty of Saint Febronia and advised him to take her for 
himself. Lysimachus said that he would not seduce a virgin dedicated to God, and he asked Primus to hide  
the other nuns somewhere so that they would not fall into the hands of Selinus. One of the soldiers   
overheard the conversation and told Selinus. They led Saint Febronia off to the military commander with her 
hands bound and a chain around her neck. Selinus urged her to deny Christ, promising her honors, rewards, 
and marriage with Lysimachus. The holy virgin firmly and fearlessly answered that she had an Immortal 
Bridegroom, and she would not exchange Him for any mortal man. Selinus subjected her to fierce torture. 
The saint prayed, “My Savior, do not abandon me in this terrible hour!” 

 

They beat the martyr for a long time, and blood flowed from her wounds. In order to intensify the suffering 
of Saint Febronia, they tied her to a tree and set a fire under it. The tortures were so inhuman, that the 
people began to demand an end to the torture, since there was no confession of guilt by the girl. Selinus 
continued to mock and jeer at the martyr, but Saint Febronia became silent. Because of weakness she was 
unable to utter a word. In a rage Selinus gave orders to tear out her tongue, smash her teeth, and finally, to 
cut off both hands and feet. The people were unable to bear such a horrid spectacle and they left the scene of 
the torture, cursing Diocletian and his gods. 

 
[…continue reading on page 4 of this week’s bulletin…] 


