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Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church 
2101 South 28th St. (corner of 28th St. & Snyder Ave.) 

Philadelphia, PA 19145 * Church Phone: (215) 468-3535 
Website: http://www.holyassumptionphilly.org 

 

       
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 20083 * Point Breeze Station | Philadelphia PA 19145-0383 

 

 

Sunday, October 25, 2020 | 20th Sunday After Pentecost 
Tone 3 – Martyrs Marcian and Martyrius the Notaries 

Saint Tabitha, the widow raised from the dead by Apostle Peter (1st c.) 
Martyr Athanasius the Fuller, at Salona in Dalmatia (3rd c.) 

 

 
V. Rev. Mark W Koczak, Rector  
615 West 11th Street | New Castle, DE 19720-6020 
Phone: Home: 302.322.0943  |  Mobile: 302.547.4952 
Email: mwkoczak@gmail.com   
 

Deacon – Michael McCartney  Choir Director – Nina Patterson 
Subdeacon – Daniel (Ken) Kavalkovich Reader – Mark Klus 

Parish President -  Matthew Andrews  [Phone: 856.217.8075] 

 

 

Weekly Schedule 
 
Saturday: October 31 - Great Vespers at 4:00PM! 
 
Sunday: November 1 – Holy Wonderworkers Cosmas and Damian  
  Reading of Hours – 9:30am 
  Divine Liturgy – 10:00am 
  Fellowship Coffee Hour to follow the Divine Liturgy 
 
Sunday: November 1 - Daylight Savings Time Ends. 
 
Sunday: November 1 – Final Day to order extra 2021 Calendars! 
 
Sunday: November 1 - Fall General Parish Meeting after Divine Liturgy and fellowship 

coffee hour in the church basement. The election of 2021-22 officers will take 
place at this meeting, along with a discussion about the parish owned 
properties by the Property Committee and Parish Council. 
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Texts for the Liturgical Service 
 
 
Troparion (Tone 3) 
Let the heavens rejoice! / Let the earth be glad! / For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. / He has 
trampled down death by death. / He has become the first born of the dead. / He has delivered us from the 
depths of hell, / and has granted to the world // great mercy. 
 
Troparion (Tone 3 – Martyrs Marcian and Martyrius) 
In holy zeal ye dispelled the error of Arius / and proclaimed the Trinity, one in essence. / Holy martyrs 
Marcian and Martyrius, / unshaken bulwarks of Orthodoxy, // entreat Christ our God to grant us His great 
mercy! 
 
 
Kontakion (Tone 3) 
On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, / leading us from the gates of death. / On this 
day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; / with the Prophets and Patriarchs // they unceasingly praise the divine 
majesty of Thy power. 
 
Kontakion (Tone 4 – Martyrs Marcian and Martyrius) 
From your youth ye were good athletes, wise Marian and Martyrius, / vanquishing the Arian heretics; / ye 
kept the faith perfect by following in the footsteps of your bishop and teacher Paul, / therefore, ye are worthy 
to be with him in eternal life, // as respected defenders of the Holy Trinity. 
 
 
Prokeimenon (Tone 3) 
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
v. Clap your hands, all ye people! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Epistle Reading: Galatians 1:11-19 
But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I 
neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. For you 
have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried 
to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more 
exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased God, who separated me from my 
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among 
the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who 
were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. Then after three years I 
went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles 
except James, the Lord’s brother. 
Alleluia (3x’s) (Tone 3) 
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v. In Thee, O Lord, have I placed my hope; let me not be put to shame. 
    Alleluia (3x’s) 
v. Be Thou a God of protection of me, a house of refuge in order to save me. 
    Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
 

Gospel Reading:  Luke 16:19-31 
There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. But 
there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that the 
beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And 
being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then 
he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger 
in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 
But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus 
evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. ’And besides all this, between us and you there 
is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to 
us.’ Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, ’for I have five 
brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ Abraham said to him, 
‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes 
to them from the dead, they will repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ 
 
 
Communion Hymn: 
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise him in the highest! Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
 

#################################################### 
 
2021 Saint Tikhon’s Monastery Calendar - Taking orders now: 
The parish will once again be ordering 2021 calendars from Saint Tikhon’s Monastery. As a result 
from a generous benefactor, a donation was made to the church to cover the cost of one calendar 
per household for parishioners of the church. 
 
If you wish to order additional calendars besides the one that will be ordered for your household, 
there is a sign up sheet posted on the bulletin board downstairs to do so. 
 
The cost of the 2021 St Tikhon’s calendars is $6 per calendar. The deadline for ordering these 
calendars will be: Next Sunday, November 1, 2020! 
 

#################################################### 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

 
A Warm Welcome to all of our visitors & guests who worshiped with us today and who 
have joined us in celebrating the Divine Liturgy.  Please join us in the church basement for our 
Fellowship and Coffee Hour.   
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Announcements 
 

 

 
 
Fall General Parish Meeting - Sunday, November 1, 2020 after Divine Liturgy in the church 
basement. This is Notice #3 of 3. According to Article IV, Section 2, Subsection A. of the Parish By-
Laws, notice of all Annual and General Parish Meetings shall be announced in the Parish Bulletin and read 
by the Parish Rector from the amvon on three consecutive Sundays preceding the date of the meeting. 
Discussions will include events since the Annual Parish Meeting; Parish Committee reports; and the election 
of parish council members for 2021-22 terms (Vice-President, Treasurer, & Trustee (odd-year term) 
positions). 
 
***************************************************************************************************** 
 

Heating, Ventilation and Cooling Units Project! 
 
The parish is beginning a campaign to raise $40,000 to replace the old HVAC units. We will be offering the 
following as a fundraiser: 
 
1) the commissioning of crocheted afghans and crocheted baby items; 
2) accepting monetary donations; 
3) the offering and scheduling of silent auctions; and 
4) the offering of icons and rare hard to find icons for sale. 
 
Proceeds will go to the HVAC project. All items will be preorders. If you are interested in purchasing 
commissioned afghans, baby items, or rare icons, please contact Matushka Janine for a full catalogue of 
items.  
 
Fundraising Received to Date = $520 Thank you for your support! 
 
***************************************************************************************************** 
 

40 Days For Life – Philadelphia Campaign – Fall Season: 
The 40 Days for Life Fall Campaign is winding down this week (last day November1).  
This campaign of peaceful vigils will occur in ALL 50 states at the same time!  
 
For More Information on the Fall Campaign: 
* Contacts: Monique Ruberu or Pat Stanton at 469.231.9084 
* Email: roobearoo@hotmail.com 
* Website: https://www.40daysforlife.com/philadelphia 
 
The 40 Days For Life is not a political organization or a protest group.  They stand and pray as a peaceful 
physical presence and witness for the lives of the unborn, who cannot speak for themselves.  
 
*************************************************************************************************** 
 
AMAZON SMILE! 
When ordering online on Amazon.com, please make sure to click on Amazon Smile and select our church - 
Assumption of the Holy Virgin Russian Orthodox Church - to have a small percentage of your purchases 
(0.5%) to be contributed to our church. For more information on the Amazon purchase process, please speak 
with any member of the parish council. Thank You! 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 

 

Candles and Prayers for the Faithful and Departed 
 
Health for the Living:  
Natalie Patterson offered by Nina Patterson 
Cortney, Marc Jr, Marc, Paricia, Catherine, Barbara, Matt, Christina, Katie, John, Larry, Susan, 
Family, Friends, Teddy, Luke, Heather, Peter offered by M/M K Kavalkovich 
 
May God Grant Them Many Blessed Years! 
 
Memory for the Departed:  
John and Emma Burychka offered by David Pellack 
John Herbert offered by M/M Herbert 
 
May Their Memories Be Eternal 
 

Vigil Cross Candles – 10/18/20: 
 
 
 

#################################################### 
 
Please remember in your prayers:  
+ His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius who fell asleep in the Lord on Monday, October 19. 
May His Memory Be Eternal! Vetchnaya Pamyat! 
 
His Eminence Archbishop David of Sitka and Alaska, who has been diagnosis with renal cancer. 
Archbishop David served as a priest in our diocese in Old Forge, Pottstown, and Bethlehem; and 
also served as Dean of the Philadelphia Deanery.   
 
The newly baptized Theodore Charles Parsells (October 17) and his parents Peter & Heather and 
big brother Luke. May God Grant Theodore, the Parsells Family, and Godparents Matthew 
Andrews and Tanya Krawchuk Many Blessed Years! 
 
Grace Corba; Protodeacon Joseph Edwards; The Gerty Family; Ronald Kavalkovich (continuous 
recovery); Jane Kelly (recovery); Sheba Patton (recovery); Darcy Stafford and her unborn child; 
Father John Bohush (retired); and all those who are serving in our Armed Forces!  
 

#################################################### 
 
 
 
Sidewalk Repair Donations (Week of October 18): 
In Memory of the following: Paul and Irene Kavcsak; Stephen and Mary Spack; Michael and Julia 
Kavchok; and Arthur and Grace Patterson:  
Extra Large Block – Nina Patterson and Natalie Patterson 
 
In Memory of Albert Kavalkovich: Subdeacon Daniel & Debbie Kavalkovich  

 

 

 

 



 

 6 

Announcements (cont.) 
 

 

 
Please ensure that your Mobile Phone is set to Silent (or at least set on 
vibrate) during the Divine Liturgy!  Thank You!!! 
 

 

 

 
*****Special weekly collections taken after Gospel or Sermon*****   
In addition to our general collection, the parish takes a special collection each week to fund 
certain parish projects. Please be generous with your offering. Every little bit counts.  The special 
collections are as follows: 
 

• First Sunday of every month – Kitchen Fund Project 

• Second Sunday of every month – Youth Fund 

• Third Sunday of every month  - Restoration/Maintenance Fund 

• Fourth Sunday of every month – Charity Giving 
 
Note: if there is a Fifth Sunday during a month, the special collection is earmarked for the Kitchen 
Fund Project, unless otherwise noted and stated by the Parish Council. 
 

 

 

Cash Flow Activity (October) 
 
Week of Sun Oct 11 to Sat Oct 17   October Month to Date 
 
Attendance:   44     40 (average) 
(COVID19 Pandemic Limitations on gathering of groups of no more than 50 people)   
 

Funds In:   $ 2,406.17    $ 3,468.01 
Funds Out:    $ 8.280.31    $11,585.34 
 
Net Surplus/(Deficit): ($ 6,444.86)    ($ 8,117.33) 
 
Thank you all for your continuous offerings to maintain the parish! 
 

 

 

 
Shop Rite Gift Cards: If you need to purchase Shop Rite Gift Cards, please see either David 
Pellack or Ken Kavalkovich to secure them. Your purchase of a Shop Rite Gift Card is an 
additional fundraising project that helps support the church at no additional expense to the 
purchaser. 
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Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 
 
1st Sunday of each month – Monthly Panikhida immediately after Divine Liturgy. 
2nd Tuesday of each month – Bible Study at 6:30pm in church basement. 
2nd Sunday of each month – Property Committee Meeting after Divine Liturgy. 
3rd Sunday of each month – Currently no permanent event is scheduled. 
4th Sunday of each month – Currently no permanent event is scheduled. 
5th Sunday of each quarter – Quarterly Parish Council Meeting after Liturgy. 
 
Readers Schedule: 
  Today (Oct 25)    Next Week (Nov 1) 
3rd Hour : Subdeacon Daniel Kavalkovich  Lena Helen 
6th Hour: Michael Spack    David Pellack 
Epistle: David Albrecht    John Spack 
 
 
Fellowship Coffee Hour & Cleaning Teams:    
Today (Oct 25): Saint Raphael of Brooklyn 
(Mark Klus, Tish Berchtold, Barbara Andrews, Sheba Patton). 
 
Next Week (Nov 1): Saint Herman of Alaska 
(Heather & Peter Parsells, Dr Gale Rutan & Joseph Francis) 
 

******************************************************************************************* 
 

Please continue to check our parish website, social media pages, and your emails regularly 
for updated information on the parish regarding parish services in October and November.  

 
Sunday, November 1 – Daylight Saving Time Ends 
 
Sunday, November 1 – Final Day to order Extra 2021 Calendars 
 
Sunday, November 1 – Fall General Parish Meeting to be held after Divine Liturgy!  This 
meeting will include the election of parish officers for the following positions: Vice-President 
(Lena Helen), Treasurer (Ken Kavalkovich), Trustee (Odd Year Term) – (Martha Palubniak).  
Please remember these are 2-year terms covering 2021-2022 calendar years. 
 
Tuesday, November 3 – Election Day! If voting by mail, ensure your ballot is signed and mail 
with postmark by this date! 
 
Tuesday, November 10 – Bible Study at 6:30PM in Church Basement and on the ZOOM Media 
platform. 
 
Saturday, November 14 – Parish Silent Auction 
 
Sunday, November 15 – Property Committee Meeting after DivineLiturgy 
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Martyr Marcian and Martyrius the Notaries, of 
Constantinople 
[October 25th]  
 

 
The Martyrs Marcian and Martyrius, Notaries of Constantinople served in 
a Constantinople cathedral. Marcian was a reader and Martyrius a 
subdeacon. They both performed in the capacity of notaries, i.e. 
secretaries, for Patriarch Paul the Confessor (November 6).  
 
Arian heretics expelled and secretly executed the righteous Patriarch 
Paul. His throne was given to the heretic Macedonius. The heretics 
attempted to entice Saints Marcian and Martyrius over to their side by 
flattery. They offered them gold and promised to consecrate them as  

 
archbishops, but all the efforts of the Arians were in vain.  
 
Then the impious threatened to slander them before the emperor, and sought to intimidate them with 
torture and death. But the saints steadfastly confessed Orthodoxy, as handed down by the Fathers of the 
Church. Marcian and Martyrius were sentenced to death. Before death, the martyrs prayed, “Lord God, Who 
has invisibly created our hearts, and directed all our deeds, accept with peace the souls of Your servants, 
since we perish for You and are considered as sheep for the slaughter (Ps 32/33:15; 43/44:22). We rejoice 
that by such a death we shall depart this life for Your Name. Grant us to be partakers of life eternal with You, 
the Source of life.” After their prayer the martyrs, with quiet rejoicing, bent their necks beneath the sword of 
the impious (+ ca. 335).  
 
Their holy bodies were reverently buried by Orthodox Christians. Later, by decree of Saint John Chrysostom, 
the relics of the holy martyrs were transferred to a church built in their honor. Believers here were healed of 
many infirmities through the prayers of the saints, to the glory of the One Life-Creating Trinity. 
 
 
 
 

Martyr Anastasius the Fuller at Salona in Dalmatia [October 25th]  
 
The Martyr Anastasius the Fuller lived at Salona in Dalmatia during the third century. He was arrested and 
brought to trial because of his missionary activity in Salona. Saint Anastasius, boldly and without fear, 
confessed Christ as the true God and Creator of all. He even painted a cross on his door during the 
persecution of Diocletian (284-311). 
 
Saint Anastasius was sentenced to death by the decision of the court, and the pagans tied a stone around his 
neck and threw his body into the sea. A righteous Christian, the rich matron Ascalopia, found the body of 
Saint Anastasius and reverently buried him in her estate church. The relics of the holy martyr were glorified 
by many miracles. 
 
Saint Anastasius the Fuller is also commemorated on December 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 9 

His Beatitude Metropolitan Theodosius (Lazor) 
 

( October 27, 1933 - October 19, 2020 ) 
 

 
 
On Monday morning, October 19, 2020, His Beatitude metropolitan Theodosius (Lazor), former 
Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All-America and Canada, fell asleep in the Lord in 
Canonsburg, PA after an extended illness. He was the Primate of the Orthodox Church in America 
from 1977 until his retirement in 2002. 
 
On October 27, 1933, Metropolitan Theodosius [Lazor] was born Frank Lazor to John and Mary 
Lazor, immigrants from Galicia (what is today the southeastern corner of Poland), in Canonsburg, 
PA. He was raised as a son of the Orthodox Church, a devout member of Saint John the Baptist 
Orthodox Church in Canonsburg, PA where he served as an altar server and then as a reader. He 
attended Canonsburg High School, where he was Student Council President, graduating in 1953. 
 
He enrolled in undergraduate studies at Washington and Jefferson College in Washington, PA. 
During his time there, he served as the Recording Secretary of the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity, 
which focuses on Leadership Development. After his graduation in 1957 from Washington and 
Jefferson College, he enrolled in Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, at that time in 
New York City. He was awarded a Master of Divinity degree in 1960.  He spent the next year 
pursuing additional studies at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland, touring the Holy 
Land, and visiting Orthodox Christian centers throughout Europe and the Middle East. 
 
Upon returning to the US in 1961, he took monastic vows and was tonsured as a monk on October 
10 at Saint Sergius Chapel in Oyster Bay Cove, NY by Archbishop Ireney of Boston and New 
England and given the name Theodosius. His heavenly patron was Saint Theodosius of 
Chernigov. On October 14, 1961 he was ordained to the Holy Diaconate at Holy Virgin Protection 
Cathedral in New York City by Bishop Kiprian of Washington (DC). On October 22, 1961, the 
Hierodeacon Theodosius was ordained to the Holy Priesthood at Saint Gregory Orthodox Church 
in Homestead, PA by Archbishop Benjamin of Pittsburgh and West Virginia. 
 
From 1961 through 1966, he served as rector of Nativity of the Virgin Mary Church in Madison, 
IL, and as an assistant military chaplain. While at Holy Virgin, he instituted a building program, 
purchasing property and building a new church next to their existing edifice. Their altar was 
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consecrated in 1965 by Archbishop John (Garklavs) of Chicago, where Father Alexander 
Schmemann was the guest speaker during the celebration.  In 1966-67, he served as the personal 
secretary to Metropolitan Ireney.  
 
At the Spring 1967 Session of the Great Council of Bishops, he was elected to the episcopacy to 
serve as Auxiliary to the Metropolitan and Bishop of Washington DC and as administrator of the 
Diocese of Alaska, effective June 1, 1967.  He was consecrated a Bishop on May 6, 1967, Bright 
Saturday at Holy Virgin Protection Cathedral in NYC by Metropolitan Ireney, Archbishop of New 
York, Metropolitan of All America and Canada; Archbishop Nikon of Brooklyn; Archbishop 
Sylvester of Montreal and Canada; Bishop Kiprian of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania; Bishop Silas 
of Amphipolis (GOA); Bishop Mark (Lipa) of Levka, ruling bishop of the Albanian Orthodox 
Diocese of America under the Patriarchate of Constantinople.  On November 17, 1967, the Great 
Council of Bishops elected him as the diocesan Bishop of Sitka and Alaska. 
 
During his tenure in Alaska, he oversaw the rebuilding of historic Archangel Michael Cathedral in 
Sitka, AK, which had been destroyed by fire.  He also initiated regional conferences throughout 
the diocese and encouraged the establishment of a variety of educational programs. He oversaw 
the renovation of the Bishop’s House which had been originally built by Saint Innocent 
(Veniaminov). It is now listed as an official historic site. During his tenure as Bishop of Alaska, 
the Alaskan people adopted him into an indigineous clan, marking their admiration for his 
Christian humility and love for them. 
 
In May 1970, as Bishop of Alaska, he headed the OCA’s delegation which traveled to Moscow to 
receive the Tomos of Autocephaly, marking the beginning of the Orthodox Church in America. 
The Tomos was signed by Patriarch Aleksy I and the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
and Bishop Theodosius received it from the hands of Metropolitan Pimen (Izvekov), the locum 
tenens of the Moscow Patriarchate. The Tomos guaranteed the right of self-governance for the 
Orthodox Church in America.  Shortly thereafter, he hosted ceremonies in Alaska marking the 
glorification of one of the original Orthodox missionaries to Alaska, the Elder Herman.  The event 
was significant in that it marked the first time a North American had been entered into the 
Orthodox calendar of saints. Bishop Theodosius initiated the effort to consider the Elder Herman 
for glorification. 
 
In 1972, he was reassigned by the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America to 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania.  During his five-year tenure in his home 
region, he instituted a highly successful program to train permanent deacons, which was 
eventually copied by other dioceses throughout the country; fostered educational programs for all 
ages; and worked diligently to strengthen the life of the diocese on all levels. One of his most 
significant accomplishments was to secure a new property for the archdiocesan headquarters in 
Cranberry Township, PA, which included a home with offices and a large wooded area. 
 
On October 25, 1977, he was elected Archbishop of New York, Metropolitan of All America and 
Canada during the 5th All-American Council [AAC] in Montreal, Quebec.  As Primate of the 
Orthodox Church in America, Metropolitan Theodosius assumed leadership of one of the world’s 
15 self-governing, or autocephalous, Orthodox churches. In addition, he often provided 
archpastoral care for dioceses temporarily without a bishop - for example as the locum tenens of 
Ottawa and Canada for nearly a decade. 
 
During Metropolitan Theodosius’ tenure, the OCA’s ministry units were established and charged 
with making an impact on Church life at the grassroots level. These ministries inspired parishes 
to expand their outreach and impact for continued growth. The OCA also expanded their 
communication efforts onto the burgeoning internet. During the years of his leadership, many 
new parishes were established and the Church increasingly adopted the English language to 
become more mission-oriented, reaching out to the North American community. Among the 
reforms enacted by All-American Councils during his tenure was the possibility for women to be 
delegates at these Councils. This statute amendment was enacted by the 6th AAC in 1980. 
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He traveled tirelessly throughout the continent to preside at parish and diocesan celebrations. He 
was known for his kindness and love for the faithful. While he held the lofty title of Primate, he 
was widely admired for his ability to be down-to-earth and approachable. He genuinely enjoyed 
fellowship with clergy and laity alike, and greeted everyone with a warm smile. He would 
remember people personally by name, even if he had not seen them for years. 
 
In 1981, the Holy Synod of Bishops established a new diocese of Washington, DC as the seat of the 
Primate of the Orthodox Church in America.  As Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan 
Theodosius presided over this diocese, in addition to his duties as Primate. 
 
Throughout his tenure, Metropolitan Theodosius met with numerous world religious leaders, 
including the primates of the various autocephalous churches.  In 1990, he was the first Orthodox 
primate to be officially invited by the newly-enthroned Patriarch Aleksy II of Moscow, and in 
1992, he was also invited to participate in the 600th Anniversary of the repose of Saint Sergius of 
Radonezh.  In 1991 and 1993, he hosted the North American visits of Patriarch Aleksy.  He hosted 
the Primate of the Orthodox Church of Georgia, Patriarch-Catholicos Ilia in 1998 and His 
Beatitude, Sawa, Metropolitan of Warsaw and All Poland in 2000. 
 
As a guest of many national and foreign religious leaders, Metropolitan Theodosius traveled to 
Israel, Egypt, Turkey, Greece, Georgia, Ukraine, Russia, and elsewhere.  He took part in official 
dialogues with His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople, at the 
Patriarchal headquarters in Istanbul, Turkey. 
 
Metropolitan Theodosius played an active role in inter-Orthodox gatherings, consultations, and 
bodies, including the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas 
[SCOBA], of which the OCA is a member.  He continued to be a strong supporter of various inter-
Orthodox ministries, including International Orthodox Christian Charities [IOCC] and the 
Orthodox Christian Missions Center [OCMC].  He was also a vocal advocate for Orthodox unity in 
North America.  Together with the members of the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox 
Church in America, he participated in the December 1994 SCOBA-sponsored gathering of North 
American hierarchs in Ligonier, PA. 
 
Metropolitan Theodosius was a frequent guest at the White House in Washington, DC, having 
been called upon by Presidents Bush and Clinton for advice on religious and political affairs in 
various parts of the world, especially after the fall of communism in the late 1980s and early 
1990s.  During the crisis in Kosovo, he boldly defended the rights of all peoples in the region while 
calling upon President Clinton to end the NATO air campaign. 
 
On September 28, 1994, Metropolitan Theodosius was the guest of Dr. James Billington at the 
Library of Congress for the opening of an historic display highlighting the contribution of the 
Orthodox Church and native Alaskan cultures to North America.  During the ceremony, 
Metropolitan Theodosius was greeted by US President Clinton and Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin. 
 
On May 1, 2001, Metropolitan Theodosius, requested that he be granted a four-month medical 
leave of absence from his archpastoral and primatial duties by the Holy Synod of Bishops, a 
request they granted. However, he continued to suffer the residual effects of strokes he had 
suffered in late 2000 and early 2001.  Despite a four-month medical leave of absence from May 1 
until September 1, 2001, which he took at the recommendation of his physicians, he found the 
ever-increasing burdens of his office too demanding.  On April 2, 2002, Metropolitan Theodosius 
shared with members of the Holy Synod of Bishops his desire to retire from the office of 
Metropolitan of All America and Canada.  The members of the Holy Synod of Bishops granted 
Metropolitan Theodosius’ request effective July 22, 2002. 
 
On July 22, 2002, His Beatitude Metropolitan Theodosius opened the 13th AAC and presented his 
report on the last triennium.  At the conclusion, he retired as Metropolitan of All America and 
Canada. 
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During his retirement, Metropolitan Theodosius lived in Washington, PA. He actively attended 
the Divine Services at Saint John the Baptist Orthodox Church in Canonsburg, PA and became a 
beloved presence once again in his home community. As his health continued to fail, he was cared 
for by Protodeacon John and Matushka Myra Olyenik, along with parishioner Richard Blaha and 
other clergy and parishioners in the area. He entered an assisted living facility during the last 
years of his life and then a nursing facility as his health failed. 
 
 
The schedule of services for his funeral were as follows: 
 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 
Saint John the Baptist Church, Canonsburg, PA 
1:00-6:45 pm: Arrival of the body and visitation 
7:00 pm: Panikhida 
(The Panikhida can be viewed on the OCA’s YouTube Channel and Facebook page). 
 
Thursday, October 22, 2020 
Saint John the Baptist Church, Canonsburg, PA 
1:00-5:45 pm: Visitation 
6:00 pm: Office of the Burial for a Hierarch 
(The Burial for a Hierarch can be viewed on the OCA’s YouTube Channel and Facebook page). 
 
Friday, October 23, 2020 
Monastery of the Holy Transfiguration, Ellwood City, PA 
9:30-10:00 am: Visitation 
10:00 am: Outdoor Hierarchical Divine Liturgy followed immediately by Interment 
(The Hierarchial Divine Liturgy can be viewed on the OCA’s YouTube Channel and Facebook 
page). 
 
 
 
 
 

May Metropolitan Theodosius’ memory be eternal! 
 


