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Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church 
2101 South 28th St. (corner of 28th St. & Snyder Ave.) 

Philadelphia, PA 19145 * Church Phone: (215) 468-3535 
Website: http://www.holyassumptionphilly.org 

 

       
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 20083 * Point Breeze Station | Philadelphia PA 19145-0383 

 

 

Sunday, May 23, 2021 | Fourth Sunday of Pascha 
Tone 3 – Paralytic 

St Michael the Confessor, Bishop of Synnada (831) 

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN! 

 

 
V. Rev. Mark W Koczak, Rector  
615 West 11th Street | New Castle, DE 19720-6020 
Phone: Home: 302.322.0943  |  Mobile: 302.547.4952 
Email: mwkoczak@gmail.com   
 
Deacon – Michael McCartney  Choir Director – Nina Patterson 
Subdeacon – Daniel (Ken) Kavalkovich Reader – Mark Klus   
 Parish President -  Matthew Andrews  [Phone: 856.217.8075] 

 

 

Weekly Schedule 
 
Wednesday: Midfeast of Pentecost 
 
Saturday: May 29 – Great Vespers at 4:00PM 
 
Sunday: May 30 – 5th Sunday of Pascha | Samaritan Woman 

  Reading of Hours – 9:30am 
  Divine Liturgy – 10:00am 
  Fellowship Coffee Hour to follow the Divine Liturgy 
  (CANCELLED UNTIL SUNDAY, JUNE 13TH!!!!!) 
 
Monday: May 31 – Memorial Day! 
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Texts for the Liturgical Service 
 
Troparion (Tone 3) 
Let the heavens rejoice! / Let the earth be glad! / For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. / He has 
trampled down death by death. / He has become the first born of the dead. / He has delivered us from the 
depths of hell, / and has granted to the world // great mercy. 
 
 
Kontakion (Tone 3 - Pentecostarion) 
By Thy divine intercession, O Lord, / as Thou raised up the Paralytic of old, / so raise up my soul, paralyzed 
by sins and thoughtless acts; / so that being saved I may sing to Thee: // “Glory to Thy power, O 
compassionate Christ!” 
 
 
Kontakion (Tone 8 - Pascha) 
Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal, / Thou didst destroy the power of death. / In victory didst 
Thou arise, O Christ God, / proclaiming, “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing Women, // granting peace to Thine 
Apostles, and bestowing Resurrection on the fallen. 
 
 
Prokeimenon (Tone 1) 
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have set our hope on Thee! 
v. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! Praise befits the upright! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Epistle Reading: Acts 9:32-42 
Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all parts of the country, that he also came down to the saints who 
dwelt in Lydda. There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years and was 
paralyzed. And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed.” Then he 
arose immediately. So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord. At Joppa there 
was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. This woman was full of good works and 
charitable deeds which she did. But it happened in those days that she became sick and died. When they had 
washed her, they laid her in an upper room. And since Lydda was near Joppa, and the disciples had heard 
that Peter was there, they sent two men to him, imploring him not to delay in coming to them. Then Peter 
arose and went with them. When he had come, they brought him to the upper room. And all the widows 
stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas had made while she was with them. 
But Peter put them all out, and knelt down and prayed. And turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” 
And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. Then he gave her his hand and lifted her up; 
and when he had called the saints and widows, he presented her alive. And it became known throughout all 
Joppa, and many believed on the Lord. 
Alleluia (3x’s) (Tone 5) 
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v. I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Thy 
     truth from generation to generation. Alleluia (3x’s) 
v. For Thou hast said: Mercy will be established forever; Thy truth will be prepared  
     in the heavens. Alleluia (3x’s) 
 

Gospel Reading: John 5:1-15 
After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the 
Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great multitude of 
sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain 
time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was 
made well of whatever disease he had. Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. 
When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to 
him, “Do you want to be made well?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the 
pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, 
“Rise, take up your bed and walk.” And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. 
And that day was the Sabbath. The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, “It is the Sabbath; it is not 
lawful for you to carry your bed.” He answered them, “He who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your bed 
and walk.’ “ Then they asked him, “Who is the Man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” But the 
one who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a multitude being in that place. 
Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest 
a worse thing come upon you.” The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him 
well. 
 
 
 
Instead of “It is truly meet…,” we sing the following 
The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace: / “Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: Rejoice, / Your Son is risen 
from His three days in the tomb! / With Himself He has raised all the dead.” / Rejoice, O ye people!  
 
Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! / The glory of the Lord has shone on you. / Exult now, / and be glad, O Zion! 
/ Be radiant, / O pure Theotokos, / in the Resurrection of your Son! 
 
 
Communion Hymn: 
Receive the Body of Christ, taste the foundation of immortality! 
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest! Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

 
A Warm Welcome to all of our visitors & guests who worshiped with us today and who 
have joined us in celebrating the Divine Liturgy.  Please join us in the church basement for our 
Fellowship and Coffee Hour.   
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Announcements 
 

 
 
The Spring Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, June 6, 2021 after Divine Liturgy in the 
church basement. This is Notice #2 of 3. 
According to Article IV, Section 2, Subsection A. of the Parish By-Laws, notice of all Annual and General 
Parish Meetings shall be announced in the Parish Bulletin and read by the Parish Rector from the amvon on 
three consecutive Sundays preceding the date of the Meeting.  
 
***************************************************************************************************** 
 
AMAZON SMILE! 
When ordering online on Amazon.com, please make sure to click on Amazon Smile and select our church - 
Assumption of the Holy Virgin Russian Orthodox Church - to have a small percentage of your purchases 
(0.5%) to be contributed to our church. For more information on the Amazon purchase process, please speak 
with any member of the parish council. Thank You! 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 

 

Candles and Prayers for the Faithful and Departed 
 
Health for the Living:  
Irene Torpey and Katie Willis offered by Nina Patterson 
Irene Torpey and Katie Willis offered by MM Rick LeRoy 
Ronald Kavalkovich offered by Catherine Kavalkovich 
Kenneth and Debbie Kavalkovich offered by Catherine Kavalkovich 
Frank Boyle offered by David Pellack 
 
May God Grant Them Many Blessed Years! 
 
Memory for the Departed:  
 
May Their Memories Be Eternal 
 
 
 

Vigil Cross Candles – 5/16/21: 
 
 
 
 

#################################################### 
 
Please remember in your prayers:  
Allison (Christopher) Andrews and her unborn child; Allison (David) Andrews and her unborn 
child; Christina (Matthew) Andrews and her unborn child; Grace Corba; Protodeacon Joseph 
Edwards; The Gerty Family; Subdeacon Daniel Kavalkovich (recovery); Ronald Kavalkovich 
(continuous recovery); Jane Kelly (recovery); Sheba Patton (recovery); Father John Bohush 
(retired); and all those who are serving in our Armed Forces! 
 

#################################################### 
 
 
 
 
 

Sidewalk Repair Donations (Week of May 16) 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 

 

 

 
Please ensure that your Mobile Phone is set to Silent (or at least set on 
vibrate) during the Divine Liturgy!  Thank You!!! 
 

 

 

 
*****Special weekly collections taken after Gospel or Sermon*****   
In addition to our general collection, the parish takes a special collection each week to fund 
certain parish projects. Please be generous with your offering. Every little bit counts.  The special 
collections are as follows: 
 

• First Sunday of this month – Kitchen Fund Project 

• Second Sunday of every month – Youth Fund 

• Third Sunday of every month  - Restoration/Maintenance Fund 

• Fourth Sunday of every month – Charity Giving 
 
Note: if there is a Fifth Sunday during a month, the special collection is earmarked for the Kitchen 
Fund Project, unless otherwise noted and stated by the Parish Council. 
 

 

 

Cash Flow Activity (May) 
 
Week of Sun May 9 to Sat May 15   May Month to Date 
 
Attendance:   31     61 (average) 
 
 

Funds In:   $ 1,877.91    $ 8,450.78 
Funds Out:    $ 3,815.64    $ 6,845.71 
 
Net Surplus/(Deficit): ($ 1,937.73)    $ 1,605.07 
  
Thank you all for your continuous offerings to maintain the parish! 
 

 

 

 
Shop Rite Gift Cards: If you need to purchase Shop Rite Gift Cards, please see either David 
Pellack or Ken Kavalkovich to secure them. Your purchase of a Shop Rite Gift Card is an 
additional fundraising project that helps support the church at no additional expense to the 
purchaser. 
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Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 
 
1st Sunday of each month – Monthly Panikhida immediately after Divine Liturgy. 
2nd Tuesday of each month – Bible Study at 6:30pm in church basement. 
2nd Sunday of each month – Property Committee Meeting after Divine Liturgy. 
3rd Sunday of each month – Currently no permanent event is scheduled. 
4th Sunday of each month – Currently no permanent event is scheduled. 
5th Sunday of each quarter – Quarterly Parish Council Meeting after Liturgy. 
 
Readers Schedule: 
  Today (May 23)    Next Week (May 30) 
3rd Hour : David Pellack     John Spack 
6th Hour: William Filanowski    Anthony Colona 
Epistle: Michael Wanenchak    Lena Helen 
 
Fellowship Coffee Hour & Cleaning Teams:    
 

UPDATE! 
 
As many of you know by now, on Tuesday, May 11 the City of Philadelphia officials notified the public that 
the Covid restrictions in place since November 20, 2020 will be lifted within the city limits beginning on 
Friday, June 11. 
 
This action by city officials will allow the parish to relax the number of parishioners attending services and 
will allow the parish to resume its regular coffee hour event held after Sunday Divine Liturgy. 
 
Beginning Sunday, June 13, the coffee hour will resume and the parish plans on having a new coffee hour 
schedule with new team parishioners in the rotation as per the action taken during the Fall General Parish 
Meeting held back on Sunday, November 1, 2020. 
 

******************************************************************************************* 
 

Please continue to check our parish website, social media pages, and your emails regularly 
for updated information on the parish regarding parish services & events in May & June 

2021.  
 
Sunday, June 6 - Spring Parish Meeting 
Tuesday, June 8 - Bible Study in Church Basement 
Thursday, June 10 – Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Sunday, June 20 - Pentecost 
Sunday, June 20 – Father’s Day 
Either on Sunday, June 20 or Sunday, June 27 - Parish Pentecost Dinner 
Thursday, June 24 - Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 
Monday, June 28 – Saints Peter and Paul Fast (1 Day) 
Tuesday, June 29 -  Saints Peter & Paul Feast Day 
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Sunday of the Paralytic 
[May 23rd] 
 

 
On this day the Church remembers the man who lay by the 
Sheep’s Pool in Jerusalem for thirty-eight years, waiting for 
someone to put him into the pool. The first one to enter the 
pool after an angel troubled the water would be healed of his 
infirmities, but someone always entered the pool before him. 

 
Seeing the man, the Lord felt compassion for him and healed 
him. 

 
The Kontakion for this Fourth Sunday of Pascha asks Christ to raise up our souls, 
“paralyzed by sins and thoughtless acts.” 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Saint Michael the Confessor, Bishop of Synnada [May 23rd] 
 
Saint Michael the Confessor From his youth he longed for the monastic life and was sent by Patriarch 
Tarasius (784-806) to a monastery on the coast of the Black Sea. Saint Theophylactus (March 8), the future 
Bishop of Nicomedia also entered the monastery together with him. 
 
At the monastery both monks engaged in spiritual struggles and were soon glorified by gifts from the Lord. 
Once, during a harvest, when the people were weakened by thirst, an empty metal vessel was filled with 
water by the prayer of the monks. 
 
Patriarch Tarasius consecrated Saint Michael as bishop of the city of Synnada. Through his holy life and 
wisdom, Saint Michael won the love of believers, and the notice of the emperors Nicephorus I (802-811) and 
Michael I Rangabe (811-813). Saint Michael was present at the Seventh Ecumenical Council at Nicea in 787. 
 
When the Iconoclast heretic Leo the Armenian (813-820) assumed the throne, he began to expel Orthodox 
hierarchs from their Sees, appointing heretics in their place. 
 
Saint Michael defended Orthodoxy, bravely opposing the heretics and denouncing their error. Leo the 
Armenian brought Saint Michael to trial, but not fearing torture he answered resolutely, “I venerate the holy 
icons of my Savior Jesus Christ and the All-Pure Virgin, His Mother, and all the saints, and it is to them I 
bow down. I shall not obey your decrees to remove icons from churches.” 
 
Leo then banished Saint Michael to the city of Eudokiada, where the confessor died about the year 821. The 
head of Saint Michael is preserved in the Great Lavra of Saint Athanasius on Mount Athos, and part of the 
relics are at the Ivḗron monastery. 

 


