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Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church  
2101 South 28th St. (corner of 28th St. & Snyder Ave.) 

Philadelphia, PA 19145 * Church Phone: (215) 468-3535 
Website: https://www.holyassumptionphilly.org 

 

       
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 20083 * Point Breeze Station | Philadelphia PA 19145-0383 
 
 

Sunday, November 27, 2022 | 24th Sunday After Pentecost 
Tone 7 – Greatmartyr Jacob (James) the Persian (421) 

Venerable Pailadius of Thessalonica (6th-7th c.) 
Saint Roman the Wonderworker of Cilicia near Antioch (5th c.) 

 
 
V. Rev. Mark W Koczak, Rector 
615 West 11th Street | New Castle, DE 19720-6020 
Phone: Home: 302.322.0943  |  Mobile: 302.547.4952 
Email: mwkoczak@gmail.com   
 

Deacon – Michael McCartney  Choir Director – Nina Patterson 
Subdeacon – Daniel (Ken) Kavalkovich Reader – Mark Klus 

Parish President -  Matthew Andrews  [Phone: 856.217.8075] 
 
 

Weekly Schedule 
 
Today: 40th Day Panikhida Service will be held after Divine 
  Liturgy for Ronald Kavalkovich Sr. 
 
Wednesday: November 30 – Holy Apostle Andrew the First-Called  
  
Saturday: December 3 – Great Vespers at 4:00PM! 
 
Sunday: December 4 – Greatmartyr Barbara and Martyr Juliana  
  Reading of Hours – 9:30am 
  Divine Liturgy – 10:00am 
  Fellowship Coffee Hour to follow the Divine Liturgy 
 
Sunday: December 4 – Saint Nicholas Fair after Divine Liturgy 
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Texts for the Liturgical Service 
 
 
Troparion (Tone 7) 
By Thy Cross Thou destroy death. / To the thief Thou didst open Paradise. / For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change 
weeping into joy. / And Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, / to proclaim that Thou are risen, // granting 
the world great mercy. 
 
Troparion (Tone 4 – Saint James) 
Long-suffering James, thou didst astound all / by enduring horrible tortures with great patience. / As the evil assembly 
performed the slaughter, / thou didst utter prayers of thanksgiving to the Lord. / Through thy sufferings thou didst 
receive thy crown, / and didst come to the throne of the heavenly King, Christ God. // Entreat Him to save our souls! 
 
 
Kontakion (Tone 7) 
The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, / for Christ descended, shattering and destroying its powers. / 
Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry: / “The Savior has come to those in faith; // enter, thou faithful, into 
the Resurrection!” 
 
Kontakion (Tone 2 – Saint James) 
Thou didst listen to thy faithful wife / and didst contemplate the judgment of God, holy James; / thou didst despise the 
threats and commands of the Persians, / accepting the cutting of thy body as though thou wast a vine. // Therefore thou 
wast revealed as a martyr worthy of honor. 
 
 
Prokeimenon (Tone 7) 
The Lord shall give strength to His people! The Lord shall bless His people with peace! 
v. Offer to the Lord, O ye sons of God!  Offer young rams to the Lord! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Epistle Reading: Ephesians 2:14-22 
For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, having 
abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself 
one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the 
cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who 
were near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, 
being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling 
place of God in the Spirit.  
Alleluia (3x’s) (Tone 7) 
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v. It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Thy Name, O Most High!  Alleluia (3x’s) 
v. To declare Thy mercy in the morning and Thy truth by night. Alleluia(3x’s) 
 
 
Gospel Reading:  Luke 13:10-17 
Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of 
infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. But when Jesus saw her, He called her 
to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands on her, and immediately 
she was made straight, and glorified God. But the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had 
healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, “There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore come and 
be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.” The Lord then answered him and said, “Hypocrite! Does not each one 
of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water it? So ought not this woman, being 
a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound – think of it – for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the 
Sabbath? And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the multitude rejoiced for all 
the glorious things that were done by Him. 
 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn: 
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise him in the highest!  Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 
A Warm Welcome to all of our visitors & guests who worshiped with us today and who have joined 
us in celebrating the Divine Liturgy. Please join us in the church basement for our Fellowship and Coffee 
Hour. 
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Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Poinsettias & Christmas Flowers! 
We have begun collecting for Christmas flowers. There are special envelopes available to be used for your offering for 
flower donations.  These envelopes are located in the vestibule on the stand where the Health and Departed slips are 
located. Please give the envelopes to Debbie Kavalkovich or a member of the parish council. Thank you for your support!  
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Taking Collections for the parish’s Saint Nicholas Fair 
 
We are collecting new items and unused items (PLEASE, nothing used!) for sale at the Saint Nicholas Fair.  We are also 
accepting crafts and baked goods for sale.  Please see Matushka Janine if you would like to help donate.  Matushka 
Janine will have a sign-up sheet for baked goods.  Proceeds from the Saint Nicholas Fair are earmarked for the HVAC 
Project. Please see the Flyers on the bulletin boards for additional details. 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 
ADVENT GIVING – Donations for Saint Tikhon’s Seminary 
Parish will be accepting food donations starting on Sunday, October 9 for suppling possible food pantries.  This year’s 
focus is to donate to the Seminary at Saint Tikhon’s, but is also subject to the needs of the Seminarian’s and their 
families. The donations will be accepted for Thanksgiving Dinner distribution and Christmas Dinner distribution.  
 
Also, for the Seminarians at Saint Tikhon’s, we will be implementing an Advent Giving Tree, pending their needs. The 
tree will be available after November 15. Please see the bulletin and the Flyers on the bulletin boards for more details 
which are to follow.  Donations will be accepted through December 4. 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 

In Memory of Ronald Kavalkovich Sr. – HVAC Project Donations 
 
Deacon Michael and Matushka Janine McCartney Anonymous  
Patricia Ferguson     Robert Wanenchak 
Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Daria LeRoy   Nina Patterson  
Jennifer Cantrell     Patricia Amoroso 
Dr. and Mrs. David and Erin Albrecht  David Pellack 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil and Sandra Hourahan  Anonymous 
 
 

In Memory of Marc Ferguson Sr. – HVAC Project Donations 
 
Patricia Ferguson  
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Announcements (cont.) 
 
 

Candles and Prayers for the Faithful and Departed 
 
Health for the Living:  
Matesy Herbert and Thomas Herbert offered by M/M Herbert 
Kenneth Walker offered by David Pellack 
Kendall Drimak offered by the Hourahan Family 
 
May God Grant Them Many Blessed Years! 
 
Memory for the Departed:  
Helen Yarabinee offered by Robert Wanenchak 
David Albrecht Sr and Helen Yarabinee offered by M/M Herbert 
David Albrecht Sr offered by Nina Patterson 
M/M William Zuzulock offered by David Pellack 
John and Julia Jugan offered by David Pellack 
David Albrecht Sr offered by David Pellack 
Lisa Colona offered by Anthony Colona 
David Albrecht Sr., and Albert Kavalkovich offered by Catherine Kavalkovich 
Ronald Andrew Kavalkovich offered by Catherine Kavalkovich 
David Albrecht Sr., and Helen Yarabinee offered by the Hourahan Family 
Kevin Shanoski offered by the Hourahan Family 
David Albrecht Sr offered by Daria & Rick LeRoy 
 
May Their Memories Be Eternal! 
 
 
 

Vigil Cross Candles – 11/20/22 
 
One Large Vigil Cross – Memory of David Albrect Sr and Helen Yarabinee   
  offered by Deacon Michael and Matushka Janine McCartney  
 
One Large Vigil Cross – Memory of David Albrect Sr and Helen Yarabinee   
             offered by M/M Herbert and family  
 
 

#################################################### 
 
Please remember in your prayers:  
 

Ronald Kavalkovich Sr. who passed away on Monday October 17 
Ronald’s 40th Day of Remembrance was on Friday and is being observed at the parish with a Panikhida 
today. 
 
Elton Andrews; Jane Kelly; Anne (Homa) Killoran; Sheba Patton; Dr. Gale Rutan; Joseph Rabik; Peter 
Witiak; and all those who are serving in our Armed Forces! 
 

#################################################### 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 
 
 
Please ensure that your Mobile Phone is set to Silent (or at least set on 
vibrate) during the Divine Liturgy!  Thank You!!! 
 
 
 
 

*****Special weekly collections taken after Gospel or Sermon***** 
In addition to our general collection, the parish takes a special collection each week to fund certain parish 
projects. By the action taken at the Fall General Parish Meeting held back on Sunday, October 10, 2021, the 
parish body approved that the special collection for the first three Sundays of the month be earmarked 
towards the repairing/fixing/replacing of the roofs of both houses that the parish owns (now known as the 
Row House Fund). 
The fourth Sunday (and fifth, when it occurs) the special collection will be earmarked towards Charity. 
 
This new collection schedule began back on Sunday, October 17, 2021. 
Please be generous with your offering. Every little bit counts. Thank You! 
 
 
 

Cash Flow Activity (November) 
 
Week of Sun Nov 13 to Sat Nov 19   November Month to Date  
 
Attendance:   41     32 (average) 
 
 
Funds In:   $ 2,955.00    $ 4,018.00 
Funds Out:    $ 1,549.75    $ 4,616.38 
 
Net Surplus/(Deficit): $ 1,405.25    ($   598.38) 
 
Thank you all for your continuous offerings to maintain the parish! 
 
 
 
 
Shop Rite Gift Cards: If you need to purchase Shop Rite Gift Cards, please see either David Pellack or 
Ken Kavalkovich to secure them. Your purchase of a Shop Rite Gift Card is an additional fundraising project 
that helps support the church at no additional expense to the purchaser. 
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Calendar of Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st Sunday of each month – Monthly Panikhida immediately after Divine Liturgy. 
2nd Tuesday of each month – Bible Study at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform. 
2nd Sunday of each month – Property Committee Meeting after Divine Liturgy. 
3rd Sunday of each month – Currently no permanent event is scheduled. 
4th Sunday of each month – Currently no permanent event is scheduled. 
Last Thursday of each month – Book Club at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform. 
5th Sunday of each quarter – Quarterly Parish Council Meeting after Liturgy. 
 
Readers Schedule: 
  Today (Nov 27)    Next Week (Dec 4) 
3rd Hour: Simon Herbert    Sbdcn Daniel Kavalkovich 
6th Hour: Subdeacon Daniel Kavalkovich  Dr. David Albrecht 
Epistle: Simon Herbert    Sbdcn Daniel Kavalkovich 
   
Fellowship Coffee Hour & Cleaning Teams:    
 
If you have volunteered to host coffee hour, please check which Team you are on and when your Team is hosting coffee 
hour on the calendar printout which is located in the white/clear 3-ring binder located on the display case outside of 
the office room. 
 
NOTE: The following Sundays are coffee hour bye-weeks where there is no team scheduled. There will be coffee 
available, just no food or meal: 

 
Sunday, December 25 (Christmas Day) 

Sunday, January 1 (New Year’s Day) 
 
*************************************************************************************************** 
 

Please continue to check our parish website, social media pages, and your emails regularly for 
updated information on the parish regarding parish services & events in December 2022.  

 
The December 2022 schedule for the Saint Olga Book Club is as follows: 
Thursday, December 1 at 6:30pm on the ZOOM media platform. 
Thursday, December 22 at 6:30pm on the ZOOM media platform. 
(Please check your email Inbox (or Spam folder) from Monday, September 19 around 11:25AM for 
more details & viewing information) 
 
December 4, 11, and 18, 2022: Saint Nicholas Fair at the parish between 11:30AM to 2:00PM. Please 
see Flyers on bulletin boards for more details and for a list of donations being accepted for this event. 
Donations will be accepted between now and December 3, 2022.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 8 

 
 

 
Greatmartyr James the Persian  
[November 27th] 
 
 
The Holy Great Martyr James the Persian (the Sawn-Asunder) was born in the fourth 
century into a pious Christian family, both wealthy and illustrious. His wife was also a 
Christian, and the couple raised their children in piety, inspiring in them a love for prayer 
and the Holy Scriptures. James occupied a high position at the court of the Persian emperor 
Izdegerd (399-420) and his successor Barakhranes (420-438). But on one of the military 
campaigns James, seduced by the emperor’s beneficence, was afraid to acknowledge 
himself a Christian, and so he offered sacrifice to idols with the emperor. 
 
 

Learning of this, James’ mother and wife wrote him a letter, in which they rebuked him and urged him to repent. 
Receiving the letter, James realized the gravity of his sin. Faced with the horror of being cut off not only from his family, 
but also from God Himself, he began to weep loudly, imploring the Lord for forgiveness. 
 
His fellow-soldiers, hearing him pray to the Lord Jesus Christ, reported this to the emperor. Under interrogation, Saint 
James bravely confessed his faith in the one True God. No amount of urging by the emperor could make him renounce 
Christ. The emperor then ordered the saint to be put to death. 
 
They began to cut off his fingers and his toes one by one, then his hands and his feet, and then his arms and legs. During 
the prolonged torture Saint James offered prayers of thanksgiving to the Lord, Who had granted him the possibility of 
redemption from his sins by enduring these terrible torments. Finally, the martyr was beheaded. Christians gathered 
up the pieces of his body and buried them with great reverence. 
 
 
 
 
 

Dedication of the Church of the Greatmartyr George at Kiev [November 26th] 
 
The Consecration of the Church of the Great Martyr George at Kiev: Beginning with the holy Prince Vladimir (July 15), 
it was the pious custom of Russian princes to build a church in honor of their patron saint. Thus, Saint Vladimir (in 
Baptism Basil) built at Kiev and Vyshgorod temples dedicated to Saint Basil the Great (January 1). 
 
Prince Izyaslav I (1054-1068) (in Baptism Demetrius) built a church and monastery at Kiev in the name of the Holy 
Great Martyr Demetrius (October 26). Prince Yaroslav the Wise (in Baptism George) started to build a church and 
men’s monastery in honor of his patron saint, the Holy Great Martyr George (April 23). He also built a church named 
for his wife’s patron saint, the Holy Great Martyr Irene (May 5). The temple in honor of the Great Martyr George was 
consecrated by Saint Hilarion, Metropolitan of Kiev (October 21), and a yearly commemoration was established in 
honor of this event. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


