
 

 1 

Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church 
2101 South 28th St. (corner of 28th St. & Snyder Ave.) 

Philadelphia, PA 19145 * Church Phone: (215) 468-3535 
Website: https://www.holyassumptionphilly.org 

 

       
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 20083 * Point Breeze Station | Philadelphia PA 19145-0383 
 

* Serving the Orthodox Community in South Philadelphia for 110 years! * 
 
 

Sunday, December 10, 2023 | 27th Sunday After Pentecost 
Tone 2 – Martyrs Menas, Hermogenes, and Eugraphus of Alexandria 

Martyr Gernelius of Paphiagonia (ca. 361) 
Venerable Thomas of Bithynia (10th c.) 

 
 
V. Rev. Mark W Koczak, Rector 
615 West 11th Street | New Castle, DE 19720-6020 
Phone: Home: 302.322.0943  |  Mobile: 302.547.4952 
Email: mwkoczak@gmail.com   
 

Deacon – Michael McCartney  Choir Director – Nina Patterson 
Subdeacon – Daniel (Ken) Kavalkovich 

Reader – Mark Klus   Reader – David Pellack 
Parish President -  Matthew Andrews  [Phone: 856.217.8075] 

 
 

Weekly Schedule 
 
Today: Saint Nicholas Parish Fair after Divine Liturgy 
 
Tuesday: December 12 - Bible Study - 6:30PM on ZOOM platform! 
 
Wednesday: December 13 – Repose of Venerable Herman of Alaska 
 
Saturday: December 16 – Great Vespers at 4:00PM 
 
Sunday: December 17 – Sunday of the Forefathers 
           Prophet Daniel and the Three Holy Youths 
  Reading of Hours – 9:30am 
  Divine Liturgy – 10:00am 
  Fellowship Coffee Hour to follow the Readers Service 
 
Sunday: December 17 – Saint Nicholas Fair after Divine Liturgy 
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Texts for the Liturgical Service 
 
 
Troparion (Tone 2) 
When Thou didst descend to death, O Life immortal, / Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead. / And 
when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, / all the powers of heaven cried out: // “O Giver of life, Christ our God, 
glory to Thee!” 
 
Troparion (Tone 8 – Martyrs) 
Having slain the fiery ragings and fierce movements of the passions through their ascetic labors, / the Martyrs of Christ, 
Menas, Hermogenes, and Eugraphus, / received grace to dispel the afflictions of the infirm and to work wonders both 
while alive and after death.  / It is a truly great wonder that naked bones pour forth healing. // Glory to our only God 
and Creator! 
 
 
Kontakion (Tone 2) 
Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, / seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection from the tomb! / The dead arose! 
Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with Thee, // and the world, my Savior, praises Thee forever. 
 
1st Kontakion (Tone 1 – Martyrs) 
Let us sing praise in honor of the glorious Menas, / and of his companions, the holy Hermogenes and Eugraphus. / For 
they have honored the Lord and fought for His glory. / They are worthy of numbering with the Angels in ^heaven, // 
and are bountiful in their miracles. 
 
2nd Kontakion (Tone 4 – Martyrs) 
The Lord snatched thee from the temporal army, / making thee a fellow inheritor of the eternal, O Menas; / together 
with Hermogenes and Eugraphus / with whom thou didst suffer, // thou art granted an incorruptible crown. 
 
 
Prokeimenon (Tone 2) 
The Lord is my strength and my song / He has become my salvation.  
v. The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Epistle Reading: Ephesians 6:10-17 
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and 
having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you 
will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God; 
Alleluia (3x’s) (Tone 2) 
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v. May the Lord hear thee in the day of trouble! May the name of the God of 
    Jacob protect thee! Alleluia (3x’s) 
v. Save the King, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call to Thee! Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
Gospel Reading:  Luke 17:12-19 
Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. And they lifted up 
their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves 
to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a 
Samaritan. So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there not any 
found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner? And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has 
made you well.” 
 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn: 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 
A Warm Welcome to all of our visitors & guests who worshiped with us today and who have joined 
us in celebrating the Divine Liturgy. Please join us in the church basement for our Fellowship and Coffee 
Hour. 
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Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Christmas Fundraisers 2023 
 
The Parish will have for sale chocolate bars, poppy seed rolls, and nut rolls. 
 
Donation towards purchasing Chocolate bars is $7.00 each 
Donation towards purchasing Poppy Seed Rolls is $20.00 each 
Donation towards purchasing Nut Rolls is $20.00 each 
 
Chocolate Bars can be picked up from Matushka Janine between December 3 to December 24, 2023. Both Poppy Seed 
and Nut Rolls will be delivered on Sunday, December 24, 2023 at the Parish. 
 
Please pick up a Christmas Fundraisers 2023 form at the parish before you leave after Divine Liturgy today. Or check 
your email from Monday, November 20th around 12:20PM for a .pdf copy of the form. Please submit your form to 
Reader David Pellack or Matushka Janine by TODAY!  Thank You! 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Children’s Saint Nicholas Icon coloring Contest 
 
This year, the children of the Parish and their friends are invited to submit a colored icon of Saint Nicholas in a coloring 
contest by TODAY after Divine Liturgy. All entries will be accepted for children submitting a colored icon that are aged 
1-18.  Mother Catherine has graciously agreed to be the Judge or at least one of the Judges.  Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place per age group. Please submit the finished colored icons to Matushka Janine McCartney by the deadline date which 
is TODAY!   
 
Please see your email from Monday, November 20 around 1:30PM for a .pdf copy of the Saint Nicholas icon or obtain 
a copy at the parish when you attend Vespers or Divine Liturgy over the next week. Thank You! 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 

 
Martyr Gemellus of Paphlagonia (December 10th) 

The Holy Martyr Gemellus of Paphlagonia was subjected to cruel tortures for his staunch denunciation of the emperor 
Juilan the Apostate (361-363) in the city of Ancyra (Galatia). A red-hot iron belt was placed around his waist. Then he 
was ordered to accompany the impious Julian on his journey. When they reached Edessa in Mesopotamia, he was 
stretched out on the ground and his limbs were pierced with wooden stakes. Then he was hung on a post and mutilated.  
Enduring the tortures, the saint continued to revile the emperor. After being subjected to even more horrible torments, 
they let him go. He was still able to walk and speak, so he went on his way until he met a priest. He entreated the priest 
to baptize him, and when he emerged from the water, his wounds were all healed.  
Hearing of this miracle, Julian ordered that Saint Gemellus be crucified. The victorious athlete of Christ gave up his 
soul to God, and his body was secretly taken down and buried by Christians. 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 
 

Candles and Prayers for the Faithful and Departed 
 
Health for the Living:  
Family and Parishioners offered by Catherine Kavalkovich 
 
May God Grant Them Many Blessed Years! 
 
Memory for the Departed:  
John and Margaret Pellack offered by David Pellack 
 
May Their Memories Be Eternal! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vigil Cross Candles – 12/3/23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#################################################### 
 
Please remember in your prayers:  
 
Remember all the victims and the 1,000’s more injured in the senseless atrocity against humanity in both 
Ukraine and Israel. May we pray for an end to the killings in these regions and that peace may prevail. 
 
Norman Andrews; Emily Gerasimoff; Jane Kelly; Anne (Homa) Killoran; Sheba Patton; Peter Witiak; and 
all those who are serving in our Armed Forces! 
 

#################################################### 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 
 
 
Please ensure that your Mobile Phone is set to Silent (or at least set on 
vibrate) during the Divine Liturgy!  Thank You!!! 
 
 
 
 

*****Special weekly collections taken after Gospel or Sermon***** 
In addition to our general collection, the parish takes a special collection each week to fund certain parish 
projects. By the action taken at the Fall General Parish Meeting held back on Sunday, October 10, 2021, the 
parish body approved that the special collection for the first three Sundays of the month be earmarked 
towards the repairing/fixing/replacing of the roofs of both houses that the parish owns (now known as the 
Row House Fund). 
The fourth Sunday (and fifth, when it occurs) the special collection will be earmarked towards Charity. 
 
This new collection schedule began back on Sunday, October 17, 2021. 
Please be generous with your offering. Every little bit counts. Thank You! 
 
 
 

Cash Flow Activity (November/December) 
 
Week of Sun Nov 26 to Sat Dec 2  November Month (Unaudtied) 
 
Attendance:   39     36 (average) 
 
 
Funds In:   $ 1,524.53    $ 6,112.53 
Funds Out:    $ 1,541.67    $ 5,116.88 
 
Net Surplus/(Deficit): ($     17.14)    $  995.65 
 
Thank you all for your continuous offerings to maintain the parish! 
 
 
 
Shop Rite Gift Cards: If you need to purchase Shop Rite Gift Cards, please see either David Pellack or 
Ken Kavalkovich to secure them. Your purchase of a Shop Rite Gift Card is an additional fundraising project 
that helps support the church at no additional expense to the purchaser. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 7 

Calendar of Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2023 Monthly/Quarterly Schedule 
 
1st Sunday of each month – Monthly Panikhida immediately after Divine Liturgy. 
2nd Tuesday of each month – Bible Study at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform. 
4th Thursday of each month – Book Club at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform. 
5th Sunday of each quarter – Quarterly Parish Council Meeting after Liturgy. 
 
 

Readers Schedule: 
  Today (Dec 10)    Next Week (Dec 17) 
3rd Hour: Dr. David Albrecht    Matthew Andrews 
6th Hour: Reader Mark Klus    Sbdcn Daniel Kavalkovich 
Epistle: Dr. David Albrecht    Matthew Andrews 
   
   

Fellowship Coffee Hour & Cleaning Teams: 
If you have volunteered to host coffee hour, please check which Team you are on and when your Team is hosting coffee 
hour on the calendar printout which is located in the white/clear 3-ring binder located on the display case outside of 
the office room. 
 
*************************************************************************************************** 
 

Please continue to check our parish website, social media pages, and your emails regularly for 
updated information on the parish regarding parish services & events in December 2023 and 

January 2024.  
 
 
Sundays in December – Annual Saint Nicholas Parish Fair will be held between 11:30AM to 2:00PM! 
 
 
The “Tentative” Schedule for Christmas Eve Services (Great Complines and Matins (modified)) on 
Sunday, December 24th is scheduled for between 12:30pm and 1:00pm that afternoon. This is 
approximately an hour after Divine Liturgy is completed.  This should give enough time for 
parishioners to relax and grab a quick bite (Lenten) during Coffee Fellowship Hour before the Great 
Complines and Matins begins. 
 
 
Thursday, January 25 and Friday, January 26, 2024 – The 60th Annual Diocesan Assembly will be held 
at Christ the Savior Orthodox Church in Harrisburg, PA. If you are interested in attending as a Lay 
Delegate to represent the parish or attend just as an Assembly observer, please speak with Father Mark 
or Parish President Matthew Andrews. 
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Martyrs Menas, Hermogenes, and Eugraphus, of Alexandria 
[December 10th] 
 
 
The Holy Martyrs Menas, Hermogenes, and Eugraphus suffered for their faith in 
Christ under the emperor Maximian (305-313).  
 
Saint Menas was sent by the emperor from Athens to Alexandria to suppress the 
riots that had arisen between the Christians and the pagans. Distinguished for his 
gift of eloquence, Menas instead openly began to preach the Christian Faith and he  
 
 

 
converted many pagans to Christ. Learning of this, Maximian sent Hermogenes to Alexandria to place the 
saints on trial. Moreover, he gave orders to purge the city of Christians.  
 
Hermogenes, although he was a pagan, was distinguished by his reverent bearing. And struck by the 
endurance of Saint Menas under torture and by his miraculous healing after the cruel torments, he also 
came to believe in Christ. Maximian himself then arrived in Alexandria. Neither the astonishing stoic 
endurance of Saints Menas and Hermogenes under torture, nor even the miracles manifested by God in this 
city, mollified the emperor. Instead, they vexed him all the more. The emperor personally stabbed Saint 
Eugraphus, the secretary of Saint Menas, and then gave orders to behead the holy Martyrs Menas and 
Hermogenes.  
 
The relics of the holy martyrs, cast into the sea in an iron chest, were afterwards found (see February 17) 
and transferred to Constantinople in the ninth century. The emperor Justinian built a church in the name 
of the holy Martyr Menas of Alexandria. Saint Joseph the Hymnographer (April 4) composed a Canon in 
honor of these holy martyrs. 
 
 
 
 
 

   
    Martyr Eugraphus           Martyr Hermogenes  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Martyr Menas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


