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Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church 
2101 South 28th St. (corner of 28th St. & Snyder Ave.) 

Philadelphia, PA 19145 * Church Phone: (215) 468-3535 
Website: https://www.holyassumptionphilly.org 

 

       
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 20083 * Point Breeze Station | Philadelphia PA 19145-0383 
 
 

Sunday, October 20, 2024 | 17th Sunday After Pentecost 
Tone 8 – Greatmartyr Artemius at Antioch (362). 

Righteous Youth Artemii of Verkol’sk 
Venerable Gerasimos the New Ascetic, of Cephalonia (1579) 

 
 
V. Rev. Mark W Koczak, Rector 
615 West 11th Street | New Castle, DE 19720-6020 
Phone: Home: 302.322.0943  |  Mobile: 302.547.4952 
Email: mwkoczak@gmail.com   
 

Subdeacon – Daniel (Ken) Kavalkovich       Choir Director – Nina Patterson 
Reader – Mark Klus   Reader – David Pellack 
Parish President -  Matthew Andrews  [Phone: 856.217.8075] 

 
 

Weekly Schedule 
 
Today: Panikhida for Ronald Andrew Kavalkovich to be served after Divine Liturgy 
  on the anniversary of his falling asleep (Oct 13th) 
 
Today: Dining Out in Delaware – 1:30PM 
  The Taco Grande restaurant is located at the Wilmington Riverfront area in 

Wilmington, DE. 
  Those who made reservations with Matushka Jan Koczak should meet at the 

restaurant ahead of time so the group can be seated in a timely manner. 
 
Saturday: October 26 – Great Vespers at 4:00PM 
 
Sunday: October 27 – Martyr Nestor of Thessalonica 
  Reading of Hours – 9:30am 
  Divine Liturgy – 10:00am  
  Fellowship Coffee Hour to follow the Divine Liturgy 
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Texts for the Liturgical Service 
 
 
Troparion (Tone 8) 
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! / Thou didst accept the three day burial / to free us from our 
sufferings! // O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to thee! 
 
Troparion (Tone 4 – Great Martyr Artemius) 
Thy holy martyr Artemius, O Lord, / through his sufferings has received incorruptible crowns from / Thee, our God. / 
For having Thy strength, he laid low his adversaries, / and shattered the powerless boldness of demons. // Through his 
intercessions, save our souls! 
 
 
Kontakion (Tone 8) 
By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrected Adam. / Eve exults in Thy Resurrection, // and the 
world celebrates Thy rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful One! 
 
Kontakion (Tone 2 – Great Martyr Artemius) 
Let us gather to sing worthy hymns in honor of Artemius, / the pious and victorious martyr who defeated his enemies. 
/ He is great among martyrs / and generous in performing miracles, // and he intercedes with the Lord on behalf of 
us all. 
 
 
Prokeimenon (Tone 8) 
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord our God! 
v. In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Epistle Reading: 2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1 
And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will 
dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.” Therefore Come out from among 
them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” I will be a Father to you, 
And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty.” Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
Alleluia (3x’s) (Tone 8) 
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v. Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our 
     Savior! Alleluia (3x’s) 
v. Let us come before His face with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise 
     to Him with songs of praise! Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
Gospel Reading:  Luke 16:19-31 
There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. But there was 
a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell 
from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that the beggar died, and was carried 
by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted 
up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus 
evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. ’And besides all this, between us and you there is a great 
gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ Then he said, 
‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, ’for I have five brothers, that he may testify 
to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let 
them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ But he said 
to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ 
 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn: 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 
A Warm Welcome to all of our visitors & guests who worshiped with us today and who have joined 
us in celebrating the Divine Liturgy. Please join us in the church basement for our Fellowship and Coffee 
Hour. 
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Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 Days for Life FALL Vigil – September 25 to November 3 
The campaign is a peaceful vigil. They are not a political organization or a protest group. They stand and pray as a 
peaceful physical presence and witness for the lives of the unborn, who cannot speak for themselves.  Please visit their 
website: https://www.40daysforlife.com for a campaign location near your area. 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 
2025 Saint Tikhon’s Monastery Calendar - Taking orders now: 
The parish will once again be ordering 2025 calendars from Saint Tikhon’s Monastery. As a result from a 
generous benefactor, a donation was made to the church to cover the cost of one calendar per household 
for parishioners of the church. 
 
If you wish to order additional calendars besides the one that will be ordered for your household, there is a 
sign-up sheet posted on the bulletin board downstairs in the church basement to do so. 
 
The cost of the 2025 St Tikhon’s calendars is $8 per calendar. The deadline for ordering these calendars 
will be: Sunday, November 3, 2024! 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Memorial Saturday of Saint Demetrius [October 19] 
 
In the spiritual experience of the Russian Church, veneration of the holy Great Martyr Demetrius of Thessalonica is 
closely linked with the memory of the defense of the nation and Church by the Great Prince of Moscow, Demetrius of 
the Don (May 19).  
 
Saint Demetrius of the Don smashed the military might of the Golden Horde at the Battle of Kulikovo Field on 
September 8, 1380 (the Feast of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos), set between the Rivers Don and Nepryadva. 
The Battle of Kulikovo, for which the nation calls him Demetrius of the Don, became the first Russian national deed, 
rallying the spiritual power of the Russian nation around Moscow. The “Zadonschina,” an inspiring historic poem 
written by the priest Sophronius of Ryazem (1381), is devoted to this event. 
 
Prince Demetrius of the Don was greatly devoted to the holy Great Martyr Demetrius. In 1380, on the eve of the Battle 
of Kulikovo, he solemnly transferred from Vladimir to Moscow the most holy object in the Dimitriev cathedral of 
Vladimir: the icon of the Great Martyr Demetrius of Thessalonica, painted on a piece of wood from the saint’s grave. A 
chapel in honor of the Great Martyr Demetrius was built at Moscow’s Dormition Cathedral.  
 
The Saint Demetrius Memorial Saturday was established for the churchwide remembrance of the soldiers who fell in 
the Battle of Kulikovo. This memorial service was held for the first time at the Trinity-Saint Sergius monastery on 
October 20, 1380 by Saint Sergius of Radonezh, in the presence of Great Prince Demetrius of the Don. It is an annual 
remembrance of the heroes of the Battle of Kulikovo, among whom are the schemamonks Alexander (Peresvet) and 
Andrew (Oslyab). 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 
 

Candles and Prayers for the Faithful and Departed 
 
Health for the Living:  
Tammy Carns offered by Nina Patterson 
Dr. Gale, Joseph, and Parishioners offered by Avis Kawahara 
Father Mark offered by Robert Wanenchak 
Father Mark offered by the Reader David Pellack 
Father Mark offered by the Catherine Kavalkovich 
Family, Friends, and Parishioners offered by Catherine Kavalkovich 
Catherine Kavalkovich offered by Nina Patterson 
Lynn, John, and Marc Drimak offered by Sandra Hourahan 
 
May God Grant Them Many Blessed Years! 
 
Memory for the Departed:  
Albert Kavalkovich, Ronald A. Kavalkovich offered by Catherine Kavalkovich 
Anna Kapusnik offered by Catherine Kavalkovich 
 
May Their Memories Be Eternal! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vigil Cross Candles – 10/13/24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#################################################### 
 
Please remember in your prayers:  
 
Ethan Alfred Andrews (newly born on Monday, September 30 at 11:08PM * 6lbs. 2oz. & 18.9 inches long), 
his big brother Gabriel, his parents Matthew & Christina Andrews, his grandparents Barbara & Norman 
Andrews, and his great-grandmother Catherine Kavalkovich.  May God Grant Ethan and his family Many 
Blessed Years!! 
 
All of those effected by both Hurricane Helene and Milton these past few weeks 
 
Natalie Patterson-Nedbal and her unborn child; Darren Bodnar; Jane Kelly; Anne (Homa) Killoran; Sheba 
Patton; Joseph Renzetti; Fania Wanenchak and all those who are serving in our Armed Forces! 
 

#################################################### 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 
 
 
Please ensure that your Mobile Phone is set to Silent (or at least set on 
vibrate) during the Divine Liturgy!  Thank You!!! 
 
 
 
 

*****Special weekly collections taken after Gospel or Sermon***** 
In addition to our general collection, the parish takes a special collection each week to fund certain parish 
projects. By the action taken at the Fall General Parish Meeting held back on Sunday, October 10, 2021, the 
parish body approved that the special collection for the first three Sundays of the month be earmarked 
towards the repairing/fixing/replacing of the roofs of both houses that the parish owns (now known as the 
Row House Fund). 
The fourth Sunday (and fifth, when it occurs) the special collection will be earmarked towards Charity. 
 
This new collection schedule began back on Sunday, October 17, 2021. 
Please be generous with your offering. Every little bit counts. Thank You! 
 
 
 

Cash Flow Activity (October) 
 
Week of Sun Oct 6 to Sat Oct 12    October Month to Date 
 
Attendance:   35     35 (average) 
 
Funds In:    $ 2,618.00    $ 2,618.00 
Funds Out:    $19,108.50    $21,706.23 
 
Net Surplus/(Deficit): ($ 16,490.50)   ($19,088.23) 
 
Thank you all for your continuous offerings to maintain the parish! 
 
 
 
 
Shop Rite Gift Cards: If you need to purchase Shop Rite Gift Cards, please see either David Pellack or 
Ken Kavalkovich to secure them. Your purchase of a Shop Rite Gift Card is an additional fundraising project 
that helps support the church at no additional expense to the purchaser. 
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Calendar of Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2024 Monthly/Quarterly Schedule 
 
1st Sunday of each month – Monthly Panikhida immediately after Divine Liturgy. 
2nd Tuesday of each month – Bible Study at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform. 
4th Thursday of each month – Book Club at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform. 
5th Sunday of each quarter – Quarterly Parish Council Meeting after Liturgy. 
 
 

Readers Schedule: 
  Today (Oct 20)    Next Week (Oct 27) 
3rd Hour: Reader Mark Klus    Reader David Pellack 
6th Hour: Reader David Pellack   Dr David Albrecht 
Epistle: John Spack     Simon Herbert 
   
   

Fellowship Coffee Hour & Cleaning Teams: 
If you have volunteered to host coffee hour, please check which Team you are on and when your Team is hosting coffee 
hour on the calendar printout which is located in the white/clear 3-ring binder located on the display case outside of 
the office room. 
 
*************************************************************************************************** 
 

Please continue to check our parish website, social media pages, and your emails regularly for 
updated information on the parish regarding parish services & events in October & November 2024.  

 
 

*** Please Take Note on the following Service Schedule in November *** 
 

Saturday, November 2 – Vespers is Cancelled 
 

Thursday, November 7 – Vespers is Cancelled (Archangel Michael) 
 

Friday, November 8 – Divine Liturgy is Cancelled (Archangel Michael) 
 

Saturday, November 9 – Vespers is Cancelled 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 8 

 
 

 
Greatmartyr Artemius at Antioch 
[October 20th] 
 
 
Holy Great Martyr Artemius of Antioch was a prominent military leader during the reigns 
of the emperor Constantine the Great (May 21), and his son and successor Constantius 
(337-361). Artemius received many awards for distinguished service and courage. He was 
appointed viceroy of Egypt. In this official position he did much for the spreading and 
strengthening Christianity in Egypt.  
 
Saint Artemius was sent by the emperor Constantius to bring the relics of the holy Apostle 
Andrew from Patras, and the relics of the holy Apostle Luke from Thebes of Boeotia, to 
 

 
Constantinople. The holy relics were placed in the Church of the Holy Apostles beneath the table of oblation. The 
emperor rewarded him by making him ruler of Egypt. 
 
The emperor Constantius was succeeded on the throne by Julian the Apostate (361-363). Julian in his desire to restore 
paganism was extremely antagonistic towards Christians, sending hundreds to their death. At Antioch he ordered the 
torture of two bishops unwilling to forsake the Christian Faith.  
 
During this time, Saint Artemius arrived in Antioch and publicly denounced Julian for his impiety. The enraged Julian 
subjected the saint to terrible tortures and threw the Great Martyr Artemius into prison. While Artemius was praying, 
Christ, surrounded by angels, appeared to him and said, “Take courage, Artemius! I am with you and will preserve you 
from every hurt which is inflicted upon you, and I already have prepared your crown of glory. Since you have confessed 
Me before the people on earth, so shall I confess you before My Heavenly Father. Therefore, take courage and rejoice, 
you shall be with Me in My Kingdom.” Hearing this, Artemius rejoiced and offered up glory and thanksgiving to Him.  
 
On the following day, Julian demanded that Saint Artemius honor the pagan gods. Meeting with steadfast refusal, the 
emperor resorted to further tortures. The saint endured all without a single moan. The saint told Julian that he would 
be justly recompensed for his persecution of Christians. Julian became furious and resorted to even more savage 
tortures, but they did not break the will of the saint. Finally the Great Martyr Artemius was beheaded.  
 
His relics were buried by Christians. After the death of Saint Artemius, his prophecy about Julian the Apostate’s 
impending death came true.  
 
Julian left Antioch for a war with the Persians. Near the Persian city of Ctesiphon, Julian came upon an elderly Persian, 
who agreed to betray his countrymen and guide Julian’s army. The old man deceived Julian and led his army into the 
Karmanite wilderness, where there was neither food nor water. Tired from hunger and thirst, Julian’s army battled 
against fresh Persian forces.  
 
Divine retribution caught up with Julian the Apostate. During the battle he was mortally wounded by an unseen hand 
and an unseen weapon. Julian groaned deeply said, “You have conquered, Galilean!” After the death of the apostate 
emperor, the relics of the Great Martyr Artemius were transferred with honor from Antioch to Constantinople.  
 
Saint Artemius is invoked by those suffering from hernias. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


