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Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church 
2101 South 28th St. (corner of 28th St. & Snyder Ave.) 

Philadelphia, PA 19145 * Church Phone: (215) 468-3535 
Website: https://www.holyassumptionphilly.org 

 

       
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 20083 * Point Breeze Station | Philadelphia PA 19145-0383 
 
 

Sunday, January 19, 2025 | 30th Sunday After Pentecost 
Tone 5 – Venerable Macarius the Great of Egypt (390-391) 

Virgin-Martyr Euphrasia of Nicomedia (303) 
Venerable Macarius of Alexandria (394-395) 

 
 
V. Rev. Mark W Koczak, Rector 
615 West 11th Street | New Castle, DE 19720-6020 
Phone: Home: 302.322.0943  |  Mobile: 302.547.4952 
Email: mwkoczak@gmail.com   
 

Subdeacon – Daniel (Ken) Kavalkovich       Choir Director – Nina Patterson 
Reader – Mark Klus   Reader – David Pellack 
Parish President -  Matthew Andrews  [Phone: 856.217.8075] 

 
 

Weekly Schedule 
  
Thursday: January 23 – Blessed Olga Book Club – RESCHEDULED 
  The next Blessed Mother Olga Book Club will be held on 
   Thursday, January 30th at 6:30PM on the ZOOM media platform ONLY!!! 
 
Thursday January 23 & 24 – 61st Annual Diocesan Assembly at St Michael 
& Friday:  the Archangel Orthodox Church in Wilmington, DE 
 
Friday: January 24 - March for Life in Washington, D.C.  
  Orthodox Christians will assemble at 11:30am at the National Mall. 
  (At Madison Drive between 7th & 9th Street NW) 
 
Saturday: January 25 – Great Vespers at 4:00PM 
 
Sunday: January 26 – New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia 
  Reading of Hours – 9:00am 
  Divine Liturgy – 9:30am 
  Fellowship Coffee Hour to follow the Divine Liturgy 
 
Sunday: January 26 - Annual Parish Meeting after Divine Liturgy. 
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Texts for the Liturgical Service 
 
 
Troparion (Tone 5) 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, / co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our salvation 
from the Virgin; / for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, / and to raise the dead // by 
His glorious Resurrection.  
 
Troparion (Tone 1 – Saint Macarius of Egypt) 
Dweller of the desert and angel in the body / Thou wast shown to be a wonder-worker, our God-bearing Father 
Macarius. / Thou didst receive heavenly gifts through fasting, vigil, and prayer; / healing the sick and the souls of those 
drawn to thee by faith. / Glory to Him Who gave thee strength! / Glory to Him Who granted thee a crown! // Glory to 
Him Who through thee grants healing to all! 
 
 
Kontakion (Tone 5) 
Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior, / shattering its gates as Almighty, resurrecting the dead as Creator, / and 
destroying the sting of death. / Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man, // and we cry to Thee: O 
Lord, save us! 
 
Kontakion (Tone 4 – Saint Macarius of Egypt) 
The Lord truly placed thee in the house of abstinence, / as a star enlightening the ends of the earth, // Venerable 
Macarius, Father of Fathers. 
 
 
Prokeimenon (Tone 5) 
Thou, O Lord, shall protect us / and preserve us from this generation forever! 
v. Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Epistle Reading: Colossians 3:12-16 
Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 
bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave 
you, so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. And let the peace of 
God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, signing with the 
grace in your hearts to the Lord.   
Alleluia (3x’s) (Tone 5) 
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v. I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim 
    Thy truth from generation to generation.  Alleluia (3x’s) 
v. For Thou hast said: Mercy will be established forever; Thy truth will be 
     prepared in the heavens.  Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
Gospel Reading:  Luke 18:35-43 
Then it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat by the road begging. And hearing a 
multitude passing by, he asked what it meant. So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. And he cried out, 
saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Then those who went before warned him that he should be quiet; but 
he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be brought to 
Him. And when he had come near, He asked him, saying, “What do you want Me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, that I 
may receive my sight.” Then Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he 
received his sight, and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 
 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn: 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 
A Warm Welcome to all of our visitors & guests who worshiped with us today and who have joined 
us in celebrating the Divine Liturgy. Please join us in the church basement for our Fellowship and Coffee 
Hour. 
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Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2025 House Blessing 
If you wish to have your home blessed, please speak with Father Mark for date availability to schedule a house blessing. 
The blessing of houses will begin after Theophany, which is Monday, January 6.  Items of importance when having your 
home blessed: 1) have a candle available to be burned during the house blessing, 2) a bowl of blessed holy water, 3) an 
icon (preferably the icon of Christ being baptized in the Jordan River), and 4) please make enough space for Father 
Mark to maneuver in the rooms you wish him to bless. 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 26, 2025 after Divine Liturgy in the church 
basement. This is Notice #3 of 3.   
According to Article IV, Section 2, Subsection A. of the Parish By-Laws, notice of all Annual and General Parish 
Meetings shall be announced in the Parish Bulletin and read by the Parish Rector from the amvon on three consecutive 
Sundays preceding the date of the Meeting. The Spiritual Advisor’s report, the Treasurer’s report, the voting on the 
2025 budget, along with any other business that needs to be discussed. The election of the 2025 parish council officers 
took place during the Fall Parish meeting back in November 2024. 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 

2025 Saint Tikhon’s Church Calendars are now available 
The parish received its order of 2025 Saint Tikhon’s Calendars. We have begun distributing the calendars to the 
parishioners of the parish. If you’re in church, please ensure your household gets its calendar. Thank You! 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 

2025 Parish Housekeeping Reminders 
During the reading of the Hours, the Prayers after Divine Liturgy, and during the Announcements, please keep the talk 
and conversations down to a basic and necessary minimum.  It is once again becoming a distraction in the church when 
the readings, prayers, and announcements are read. 
 
If you must have a conversation with an individual, please enter the vestibule in the back or walk down to the church 
basement to conduct your conversation. Thank You! 
 
Another reminder is if you are the last person in the church and before you leave or go down to the basement, please 
ensure that the lights are all turned off; the candles are all put out; the windows are closed and shut (during the warmer 
weather season); any fans or other electronic gadgets are unplugged; and that the front door and front gates are locked. 
If you do not have a key to the front door, please let a parishioner who does know that the front door needs to be locked. 
Thank You! 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 
 

Candles and Prayers for the Faithful and Departed 
 
Health for the Living:  
Irene Torpey offered by Melanie Albrecht 
Natalie Patterson-Nedbal & her unborn child offered by Nina Patterson 
Family and Mrs. Catherine Kavalkovich offered by the Reader David Pellack 
 
May God Grant Them Many Blessed Years! 
 
Memory for the Departed:  
Pete Witiak offered by Nina Patterson 
 
May Their Memories Be Eternal! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vigil Cross Candles – 1/12/25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#################################################### 
 
Please remember in your prayers:  
 
The newly illumined servant of God Ethan Alfred Andrews who was baptized on Saturday, January 11; and 
their godparents Peter Parsells and Nicole Velez. May God Grant Ethan and his godparents Many Healthy 
and Blessed Years!! 
 
Leila Jones (newly born on Tuesday, December 31 at 3:06PM * 8lbs. 13oz. & 22 inches long), her big brother 
Levi, her parents Colin & Anastasia (Kavalkovich) Jones, her grandparents Subdeacon Daniel (Ken) & 
Debbie Kavalkovich, and her great-grandmother Catherine Kavalkovich.  May God Grant Leila and her 
family Many Healthy and Blessed Years!! 
 
All those affected by the devasting fires in California. Many have lost their homes, livelihoods, and even 
loved ones. We ask the Lord to give His Strength to those who are aiding in firefighting and relief efforts, 
and to show mercy to those suffering at this time. 
 
Natalie Patterson-Nedbal and her unborn child; Catherine Kavalkovich; Jane Kelly; Anne (Homa) Killoran; 
Fania Wanenchak and all those who are serving in our Armed Forces! 
 

#################################################### 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 
 
 
Please ensure that your Mobile Phone is set to Silent (or at least set on 
vibrate) during the Divine Liturgy!  Thank You!!! 
 
 
 
 

*****Special weekly collections taken after Gospel or Sermon***** 
In addition to our general collection, the parish takes a special collection each week to fund certain parish 
projects. By the action taken at the Fall General Parish Meeting held back on Sunday, October 10, 2021, the 
parish body approved that the special collection for the first three Sundays of the month be earmarked 
towards the repairing/fixing/replacing of the roofs of both houses that the parish owns (now known as the 
Row House Fund). 
The fourth Sunday (and fifth, when it occurs) the special collection will be earmarked towards Charity. 
 
This new collection schedule began back on Sunday, October 17, 2021. 
Please be generous with your offering. Every little bit counts. Thank You! 
 
 
 

Cash Flow Activity (January) 
 
Week of Sun Jan 5 to Sat Jan 11    January Month to Date 
 
Attendance:   34     34 (average) 
 
 
Funds In:    $ 2,009.00    $ 2.009.00 
Funds Out:    $ 8,895.35    $10,520.35 
 
Net Surplus/(Deficit): ($ 6,886.35)    ($ 8,511.35) 
 
Thank you all for your continuous offerings to maintain the parish! 
 
 
 
 
Shop Rite Gift Cards: If you need to purchase Shop Rite Gift Cards, please see either David Pellack or 
Ken Kavalkovich to secure them. Your purchase of a Shop Rite Gift Card is an additional fundraising project 
that helps support the church at no additional expense to the purchaser. 
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Calendar of Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2025 Monthly/Quarterly Schedule 
 
1st Sunday of each month – Monthly Panikhida immediately after Divine Liturgy. 
2nd Tuesday of each month – Bible Study at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform. 
4th Thursday of each month – Book Club at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform. 
5th Sunday of each quarter – Quarterly Parish Council Meeting after Liturgy. 
 
 

Readers Schedule: 
  Today (Jan 19)    Next Week (Jan 26) 
3rd Hour: To Be Determined    To Be Determined 
6th Hour: To Be Determined    To Be Determined 
Epistle: To Be Determined    To Be Determined 
 
   
   

Fellowship Coffee Hour & Cleaning Teams: 
If you have volunteered to host coffee hour, please check which Team you are on and when your Team is hosting coffee 
hour on the calendar printout which is located in the white/clear 3-ring binder located on the display case outside of 
the office room. 
 
*************************************************************************************************** 
 

Please continue to check our parish website, social media pages, and your emails regularly for 
updated information on the parish regarding parish services & events in January 2025  

 
 
Tonight – 86th Annual Novogodny Ball, Philadelphia, PA 
Presented by Saint Stephen’s OCF, A semi-formal dinner dance for the benefit of deserving Orthodox Christian 
charities. New Venue and Lower Prices This Year!!! 
To learn more and for details, please visit their website: www.novogodnyball.com 
 
 
Friday, January 24, 2025 – March For Life in Washington, D.C. 
To learn more and for details, please visit the OCA website: www.oca.org 
 
 
The 61st Annual Diocesan Assembly will be held on Thursday, January 23 and Friday, January 24, 2025 at St. 
Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church in Wilmington, DE. If you are interested in attending as a Lay Delegate to 
represent the parish or attend just as an Assembly observer, please speak with Father Mark or Parish President Matthew 
Andrews. Thank You. 
 
Sunday, February 2 – Meeting of the Lord in the Temple & Zacchaeus Sunday 
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Venerable Macarius of Alexandria 
[January 19th] 
 
 
Saint Macarius of Alexandria was a contemporary and friend of Saint Macarius of 
Egypt (January 19). He was born in the year 295, and until the age of forty he was 
occupied in trade. Later, he was baptized and withdrew into the desert, where he 
spent more than sixty years.  
 
After several years of ascetic life he was ordained to the holy priesthood and made 
head of the monastery the Cells in the desert between Nitria and Skete, where 
hermits silently lived in asceticism, each separately in his own cell. There were thre 

deserts in northern Egypt: the first was the Cells (the inner desert), so designated because of the many cells 
carved into the rocks. The second was called Skete (utter desert). The third was the Nitrian desert which 
reached the western bank of the Nile.  
 
Saint Macarius of Alexandria, like Macarius of Egypt, was a great ascetic and monastic head, and he worked 
many miracles. Learning about some monk’s ascetic feat, he attempted to imitate it. Thus, when he heard 
that someone ate only one pound of bread a day, he would eat only that much or even less. Wishing to 
shorten his sleep, he stayed for twenty whole days under the open sky, enduring heat by day and cold by 
night.  
 
Saint Macarius once received a bunch of newly-picked grapes. He very much wanted to eat them, but he 
conquered this desire in himself and gave the grapes to another monk who was sick. That monk, wanting 
to preserve his abstinence, gave the grapes to another, and he gave them to a third and so forth. In the end 
the bunch of grapes returned to Saint Macarius. The ascetic was astonished at the abstinence of his disciples 
and gave thanks to God.  
 
Once, a proud thought came to the saint to go to Rome and heal the sick. Struggling with the temptation, 
the saint filled up a sack of sand, loaded it on himself and walked into the desert until he exhausted his 
body. The proud thought then left him. 
 
By his ascetic life, fasting, and renunciation of earthly things, Saint Macarius acquired the gifts of 
wonderworking and of discerning the inner thoughts of people, and he also saw many visions. He once saw 
how one of the ascetics of the holy monastery, Saint Mark, received the Holy Mysteries from the hands of 
angels, and how during Communion the careless brethren received burning coals from the demons instead 
of the Body of Christ.  
 
Saint Macarius was glorified by many miracles of healing the sick and casting out devils. Saint Macarius of 
Alexandria died in about 394-395 at age of one hundred. He wrote a Discourse on the Origin of the Soul 
included in the text of the Annotated Psalter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


