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ssumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church
A Parish of the Orthodox Church in America and of the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania ¢

2101 South 28" St « Philadelphia, PA 19145 (corner of 28" & Snyder Ave)
Mailing Address: PO Box 20083 « Point Breeze Station « Philadelphia, PA 19145-0383
Church Phone: 215-468-3535 « Website: https://www.holyassumptionphilly.org/

February 1, 2026 Rector V. Rev. Mark W. Koczak
Sunday of the Publican Cellphone: 302-547-4952 / Home: 302-322-0943 / Email mwkoczak@gmail.com
and the Pharisee Church Office & Rectory: 615 West 11™ St. « New Castle, DE 19720-6020
*Tone 1+
(beginning of the 0O X =
Lenten Triodion) ANNUAL PARISH MEETING POSTPONED TO NEXT SUNDAY / FAST FREE WEEK

Forefeast of the Meeting. Ven. Bridget (Brigid) of Ireland (523). Martyr Tryphon of Campsada near Apamea in Syria (250). Martyrs
Perpetus, a woman of Carthage, and the Catechumens: Saturus, Revocatus, Saturninus, Secundulus and Felicitas (202-203).

Readings: Epistle: 2 Tim. 3:10-15 Gospel: Luke 18:10-14
Sub-deacon: Daniel (Kenneth) Kavalkovich Choir Director: Nina Patterson Parish President: Brett McKenna
Reader: Mark Klus Reader: David Pellack Reader: Jerome Stafford

Weekly Schedule:

Monday: February 2, 9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy - The Meeting of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in the Temple
Epistle: Heb. 7:7-17 Gospel: Luke 2:22-40

Thursday: February 5, 6:30 pm - Book Club (ZOOM only)

Saturday: February 7, 4:00 pm - Great Vespers

Sunday: February 8 Sunday of the Prodigal Son

9:00 am — Reading of the Hours
9:30 am — Liturgy / After Liturgy: Soup N Bowl Challenge (to be determined— info on back page)

Please continue to check our parish website, social media pages, and your emails regularly for updated information
regarding parish services, events. (Including church closings in case of inclement weather).

2026 House Blessing

If you wish to have your home blessed, please speak with Father Mark for date availability to schedule a house blessing.

The blessing of houses will begin Wednesday, Jan. 7 (day after Theophany). Items of importance when having your
home blessed: 1) have a candle available to be burned during the house blessing, 2) a bowl of blessed holy water,

3) an icon (preferably the icon of Christ being baptized in the Jordan River), and 4) please make enough space for Father

Mark to maneuver in the rooms you wish him to bless.

Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee

i The theme of this parable is repentance. Repentance is the door through which we enter Lent,
the starting-point of the journey to Pascha. To repent signifies far more than self-pity or futile
regret over things done in the past. The Greek term metanoia means “change of mind.” To repent
is to be renewed, to be transformed in our inward viewpoint, to attain a fresh way of looking at our
relationship with God and with others.

Website Links:

Orthodox Church in America: Lives of the Saints —https://www.oca.org/saints/lives

Orthodox Church in America: Scripture Readings —https://www.oca.org/readings

Orthodox Church in America: Text for Liturgical Services —https://www.oca.org/liturgics/service-texts
Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania —https://doepa.org
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I Announcements/Events T

Annual Parish Meeting Postponed til February 8 — after Divine Liturgy in the church basement. According to
Article IV, Section 2, Subsection A. of the Parish By-Laws, notice of all Annual and General Parish Meetings shall be
announced in the Parish Bulletin and read by the Parish Rector from the amv on three consecutive Sundays preceding
the date of the Meeting. The Spiritual Advisor’s report, the Treasurer’s report, the voting on the 2026 budget, along with
any other business that needs to be discussed. The election of the 2026 parish council officers took place during the Fall
Parish meeting back in November 2025.

Soup N’ Bowl X Challenge — Sunday, February 8 after Divine Liturgy

Plan to bring your homemade soup or chili and put your names on the sign up sheet posted on the bulletin board (list
posted above the plates/bowls table). Please sign up by Sun, Feb. 1. We are looking for no more than 8 dishes to serve.
(Note: if there are 2 or less participants signed up by Sun, Feb. 1... this event may be cancelled.)

Aluminum Can Tab Collection to support Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

Did you know that you could help Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia every time you enjoy the canned beverage of your
choice? The parish will be accepting aluminum can tabs as a Charity program to support this city’s finest children’s
hospital. Please drop off your aluminum can tabs in the container located at the end of the dessert section of the food
table (close to the coffee table area).

Special weekly collections taken after Gospel or Sermon

15t Collection during the Liturgy is for special causes: the first three Sundays of the month are earmarked towards the
repairing/fixing/replacing of the roofs of both houses that the parish owns (now known as the Row House Fund). The
fourth Sunday (and fifth, when it occurs) the special collection will be earmarked towards Charity. This collection schedule
began back on Sunday, October 17, 2021. Please be generous with your offering. Every little bit counts.

2" Collection during the Liturgy is for the Parish. Thank You!

Shop Rite Gift Cards — if you need to purchase Shop Rite Gift Cards, please see either David Pellack or Ken
Kavalkovich to secure them. Your purchase of a Shop Rite Gift Card will help support the parish’s Charity projects at no
additional expense to the purchaser.

Fellowship Coffee Hour & Cleaning Teams — If you have volunteered to host coffee hour, please check which
Team you are on and when your Team is hosting coffee hour on the calendar printout that is in the white/clear 3-ring
binder located on the display case outside the office room.

2026 Monthly/Quarterly Schedule:

15t Sunday of each month—Monthly Panikhida immediately after Divine Liturgy.

2" Tuesday of each month —Bible Study at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform.

4" Thursday of each month —Book Club at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform
This month only Book Club is Thursday, February 5.

5t Sunday of each quarter —Quarterly Parish Council Meeting after Liturgy.

Attendance
January 25: No Divine Liturgy  January Month to Date: 48

Cash Flow Activity Thank you all for your continuous financial support in maintaining your parish!

Mon. Jan. 19 to Sun Jan. 25 January (MTD)
Funds In: $0 $ 4,399.00
Funds Out: $2,004.63 $14,031.57
Net Surplus/(Deficit) (% 2,004.63) ($ 9,632.57)

A warm welcome to all our visitors and guests! After Liturgy please join us in the basement for our Fellowship Coffee Hour
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